23/ 08/ 2000
"1 accept Chua's explanation' (HL)

Sai ful Azhar Abdul | ah i n Maput o, Mozanbi que; Hi zreen Kamal

PRI VE M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad said the i ssue of speci al
rights and privileges for Mal ays, as rai sed by Nati onal Econom c

Consul tative Council deputy chairman Dat uk Davi d Chua, shoul d not be bl own
out of proportion.

He said Chua had clarified the matter with hi mand he had accepted the
expl anat i on.

Dr Mahathir said this during a Press conference on Monday ni ght for
Mal aysi an j ournal i sts covering the Southern Africa lnternational D al ogue
2000.

He was asked on the controversy caused by Chua who was reported to have
suggested that special rights for Mal ays be abol i shed.

Chua, who is al so deputy general secretary of the Associ ated Chanber of
Commerce and I ndustry of Mal aysia, met Dr Mahat hir in Kual a Lunpur | ast
Friday toclarify his remarks first reported in the Far Eastern Economic
Review and | ater, in a | ocal Mal ay | anguage newspaper.

Dr Mahathir said: "If he said he did not nmean that (as the reports nade
it out to be), it's okay, we'll accept it."

In his statenent in Kual a Lumpur on Aug 19, Chua sai d he explained to Dr
Mahat hir that he did not at all raise the i ssue of doing away w th speci al
rights for Mal ays as they are enshrined i n the Federal Constitution.

When asked further whether he was satisfied with Chua's expl anation, the
Prime M nister said he reni nded Chua not to raise the sensitive matter
agai n.

"He said he did not expect the people to react the way they did," Dr
Mahat hi r sai d.

The Prime M nister was al so asked whet her Chua's reported remarks about
Mal ay rights woul d j eopardi se the fornul ati on of economnic policies by the
NECC Two, (the Second National Economi c Consultative Council).

Dr Mahathir replied that he did not think so since the council only
drafts policies and t he Government woul d be the one giving the policies
the final shape.

Meanwhi | e in Kual a Lunpur, H zreen Kanal reports MCA vi ce- presi dent
Dat uk Seri Ong Ka Ting as saying that unity and understandi ng anong t he
peopl e of different races and backgrounds woul d be j eopardi sed over ni ght
if racial issues continued to be raised.

He said this when asked to respond to a newspaper report yesterday
suggesting that the w deni ng gap between t he nunber of Ml ay and non- Mal ay
pr of essi onal s was because Mal ay students coul d not afford the high fees in
private universities.

The report quoted Universiti Mal aya's Busi ness and Accounting | ecturer
Nawi Abdul | ah as predicting a wider gap by 2003 when non- Mal ay students of
private universities would graduate.

"Al'l Ml aysi ans should | ook at this issue rationally and objectively,"
he told reporters after w tnessing a Menorandumof Under st andi ng si gni ng
cerenony between the Miul ti nedia University and two | ocal technol ogy
conpani es, Intranesi s Conmuni cati ons Sdn Bhd and RQ NET Sdn Bhd here at

Cyberj aya.
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