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Ib's tineless gift to art world

Ooi Kok Chuen

LANGKAW, Sun. - Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad waxed
lyrical yesterday on the passi on of one man whose persi stence and
dedication to a dreamled to "Malaysia's tinmeless gift to the
international art world".

That man he spoke of is Datuk | brahi mHussein, gifted Mal aysian arti st
and sonetines art inpresario, and the "gift" is the I brahi mHussei n Museum
and Cul tural Foundation's nuseumensconced on the north-western littoral
fringe of Langkaw .

"People with a | esser degree of conmm trment woul d have gi ven up," he
sai d.

"It is altogether fitting that the opening of the | brahi mHussein
Foundat i on Museumcoi nci des with the cul mi nation of the i naugural Langkaw
International Festival of Arts (Lifa), the foundation's first project,"”
said Dr Mahathir as he | aunched t he nmuseumon the forner forest reserve
I and on t he Gunung Maci nchang encl ave overl ooki ng Pant ai Pasir Tengkor ak.

Dr Mahat hir had foll owed the nuseuni s devel opment since the Kedah
Governnent, with the bl essings of the Federal Governnent, agreed to
earmark the I and for the foundation.

In 1992, Dr Mahathir formally | aunched t he nuseumfoundati on at Kual a
Lunmpur Hilton, and the occasion was al so used as a springboard for a
series of pronotions to generate funds for this non-profit,
non- gover nent al organi sati on.

Wth only architect Datuk Li mChong Keat's drafts and a nock marquette
to show, the RMLO nmillion proposed museum project went through a trying
peri od of bureaucracy, |egal |andm nes and fi nanci al constraints.

Only Ib, as the 64-year-old artist is better known to friends, and his
abl e nuse and wife Sim knewwhat it was |i ke to have persevered with
steely resolve all these years, especially when the first foundations were
only laid as late as 1997.

Inlate 1998, the first six nodules with sone 16, 000 square mnetres of
exhi bi tion space of the proposed 14 nodul es were established with nost of
the basic infrastructure in place.

Part of the cultural centre housing Ib's living quarters with an open
deck on a choi ce rocky pronmontory, about 10 m nutes' wal k fromthe nmuseum
proper, is al so operational.

The museumwas built with minimal disruption to the ecol ogi cal heritage
of the environs.

Wth several of Ib's major works bequeathed to the nuseumand the rich
heritage of natural resources and wildlife, it istruly aliving nuseum
i n-the-rainforest.

Even the place itself is testosterone-charged with potent aphrodisiacs
i ke tongkat ali, rancang besi, derhaka guru, nak nertua and perapat, not
to mention wild (sleeper) orchids.

It is also the natural habitat for a menagerie of col ugo (kubong),
nmonkeys, civet cats and flying squirrels besi des sone 2,000 speci es of
bi rds i ncl udi ng eagl es and hornbills.

In the Andanman Sea, which it faces, whales, turtles and the I ndo-Pacific
dol phi ns have been spotted regul arly.

The opening was al so an eye-opener to the kind of pursuit of creative
excel l ence anong Lifa participants of various disciplines.

Addi ng to the gai ety were caneo performances fromBalinese topeng



dancers | Nyoman Kariasa and | Wayan Sira, the woodw nd quintet of the
Cebu Yout h Synphony Orchestra as well as Lewi s Pragasamon druns and John
Kai zan on hi s shakahuchi .

O hers who had performed during the 10-day spell were the Spanish
doyenne of flamenco La Chunga wi th Paco Prada (sans his guitar), the Thang
Long "mua roi nuoc" (water puppet theatre), Aida Redza and Dancers,
flautist Andrea Grimnelli with his gold-tipped nmuramatzu flute, and
Filipina Ingrid Sala on the ivory keys.

Most of the artists created in their own inimtable and diverse ways
wor ks inspired by the island, its natural beauty and peopl e and enchanti ng
fabl es.

The works of the Lifa artists are shown on the |ower tier, while the
upper tier is devoted to nore recent works by Ib.

Al though all art-making materials were supplied, some artists prefer
nore | ocal materials such as bl ack sand and burnt rice (Chuah Chong Yong)
and the 550-mllion-year rocks (Eddie Lui).

The Gapena congress and a phot ography exhibition led by Eric Peris were
al so part of this first Lifa.

The festival, a celebration of the arts and nature, will alternate with
t he Langkawi International Maritime and Aerospace show, which is held
every two years.

Ib, first in establishing his nuseumand now this "global village"
celebration of Iife, has again painted sonet hi ng spectacul ar and as
meani ngful , beyond his canvas - with strokes of care, sharing and
excel l ence, and a spirit that is as pure as the blood spilled by the
| egendary Mahsuri nore t han seven generati ons ago.

Lifais organised by the IHMCF with the support of the Kedah Gover nnent
and the Langkawi Devel opnent Authority, with the New Straits Tines as one
of the nmmjor sponsors.

( END)



	Ib's timeless gift to art world (NST 06/11/2000)

