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I gnoring the rude noises fromforeign platforns

Shamsul Aknar

I N 1988, supporters of M G Pandithan brought hima coffin as a show of
mour ni ng and protest after he was sacked fromhis post as vice president
of the MC

Twel ve years | ater, Pandithan, now a Datuk, received a new Mercedes Benz
fromhis supporters, not only to celebrate his investiture but alsoto
show t heir appreciation of his | eadershipinthe IPF, the splinter party
of the MC.

Such an act legitimses Pandithan's position, no matter how small some
may perceive his party to be.

But it is not so easy for others, even though the legitinmacy of their
| eadershi p had gone t hrough the el ection process and ot her acts of
affirmati on of support.

That is the fate of Bari san Nasi onal conponent parties and | eaders.

Sone of the criticismcones fromthose representing political parties
whi ch had failed to unseat the BNin the general el ections.

And t here are those who choose to do it individually, or by representing
sone small group or NGO, who never had to go through the process of
legitimsing their | eadershipintheir organisation.

But nore of concern is the trend anong sone opposition | eaders and
menbers of NGOs to choose a foreign platformto underm ne the Government
and the country's | eadership.

An irate supporter of Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanad
wote inthe New Straits Tinmes' Letters to the Editor page | ast week,
| anbasting a Eli zabeth Wong for going to Thail and and t aki ng advant age of
the international platformto run down the prine mnister.

Apart fromthat, she criticised Thailand for remaining silent on the
Dat uk Seri Anwar | brahi missue, blam ng this on Asean's policy of non-

i nterference.

Al this was reported in the | eading Thai English daily, The Nation.

Pas president Datuk Fadzil Noor, when asked about the use of foreign
platforms to run down the country's | eaders, said:

"It is acomon thing. After all, governnment | eaders, too, criticise the
Gover nnent .

"The statenent in Australia by (Datuk) Rais Yati mon the conduct of the
Chi ef Justicereflects this. Wy shoul d the opposition be criticised when
it does the same?"

O course there is a difference, and the questi on of whet her anyone from
Mal aysi a shoul d go abroad to run down the nation's | eaders renai ns
unanswer ed.

Anot her observer views the matter in aless partisan perspective:

"It is sinply a case of not being able to convince the |ocals that these
i ndi vidual s - NGO representati ves or opposition | eaders - have to go
abroad to give such | abel s.

"l amsure those who oppose the Governnent had tried their | evel best to
underm ne BN | eaders before and during the general el ections but the
maj ority of the people nevertheless went on to give their votes to the
ruling coalition.

"These people will return, cone the next round of general elections. For
now, they are enjoying their trips abroad, nmaking wi Il d accusations to
ensure that what they are saying is exciting enough for the foreign nedia
to want to publish it."



On that score, supporters of Dr Mahathir and the BN shoul d not get
overly uptight about Wong and others |ike her.

In fact, they shoul d be aski ng why such unjustified remarks |ike Wng's
go unchal | enged by Mal aysi an envoys abroad when these i ssues get printed
or highlighted in the media of the countries concerned.

Unl ess these envoys had tried and the nedia there had chosen to i gnore
their replies or rebuttals.

Even so, the envoys shoul d make it known back hone that they had nade
the rebuttals (if these had been rejected).

At | east then Mal aysians will realise howfree and fair the foreign
nedia is.

Thi s, however, remains a di stant hope.

On a shorter note, supporters of Dr Mahathir and the BNwi Il for the
time being have to swallowthe insults and unjustified accusations that
cone forth.

O course such accusations have the potential of straining bilateral
ti es between Mal aysi a and the ot her nations though the cause may have cone
fromthe Mal aysi ans t hensel ves.

Thi s phenonenon i s not sonething new.

Hi story has shown that when many a nation crunbl ed due to external
forces, it was always the forces fromw thin which had sparked it off in
the first place.

Sorre of these domestic forces became heroes but many, too, becane
traitors as the chapters becane part of history.

Yet history takes a long tine to shape. For now, the people will be the
j udge.

And let's pray that they are not myopic.
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