18/ 10/ 2000
Illegals to be deported (HL)

Ashraf Abdul | ah; Zubai dah Abu Bakar

LANGKAW , Tues. - Mal aysi a and I ndonesi a today agreed that the hundreds of
t housands of | ndonesi ans who had entered Mal aysia illegally woul d be
deport ed.

The cost of deportation will be borne by both Governments.

Energing froma two-hour nmeeting wi th I ndonesi an Presi dent Abdurrahnman
Wahi d today, Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad sai d | ndonesi a
acknowl edged t he probl ens faced by Mal aysia in dealing with the I ndonesian
illegal inmmgrants.

"I'f they can find jobs here, thenit is fine. But quite often, they cone
here w t hout any i dea whether they can find enpl oynent.

"If they are unenpl oyed, obviously it will create probl ems because
soneone will have to feed and house them Then we will have to bear the
cost.

"Those who have conme here illegally and are unenpl oyed have to be sent
back," Dr Mahathir said at a joint Press conference w th Abdurrahman.
Abdurrahman, when asked about the decision to deport the illegals, said

the cost to deport themto their provinces in | ndonesia woul d be borne by
bot h Governments.

Mal aysi an I nmigration authorities had said recently that their
counterparts at the Dumai port had refused to accept the I ndonesi an
illegal inmgrants deported fromMal aysia as they did not want to bear the
cost of sending themback to their villages.

"This is an ol d problemand we knowit. W will have to solve it
am cably, " sai d Abdurrahman, who is in Langkawi for an overni ght working
visit.

Abdur rahman | eaves for Hong Kong tonorrow, en route to the Third Asi a-
Europe Meeting in Seoul.

Later, Foreign Mnister Datuk Syed Ham d Al bar told reporters that the
various mnistries of both countries had been tasked with solving the
various probl ens pertaining to the deportation of the illegals.

Dr Mahat hir al so said Mal aysia woul d only support the presence of a
United Nations investigating teamin West Tinor if Indonesiainvited the
t eam

"This is to protect Indonesia's sovereignty," he said.

I ndonesia had told the United Nations Security Council that the
i nvestigating teamcould only goto Atanbua if it was invited by the
Governnent because it was its right as a soverei gn state.

"I'f I'ndonesia invites the investigating teamto go to Atanbua, then
Mal aysia wi |l be quite happy to be a nenber of the team" Syed Ham d sai d.

The UNis seeking to send a teamto i nvestigate the recent killing of
three officials of the United Nations H gh Comm ssi oner for Refugees.

Dr Mahat hir said various other issues were al so di scussed at the
nmeet i ng.

This included the joint pronotion of Batamlsland as an Asean city as
wel | as joint exploration and producti on of offshore petrol eum
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