21/ 12/ 2000

Inpartial police vita

DESPI TE the criticisnms agai nst the police recently, it nust be appreciated
that the Mal aysi an police force has on the whol e an exenpl ary record in

di scharging its duties to maintain | aw and order. This has contri buted
greatly to the general peace and al |l owed t he people to go about their
daily life without fear. That we are able to do this nost of the tinme and
take for granted our generally secure environnent is because of the | ong
armof the | aw personified by policemen on the beat round the clock. It is
al ready a tough job in ordinary tines and it beconmes tougher when t he
policenen's lives are at stake if they have to deal with hardened
crimnals carrying firearnms. Just think of what it is likeif sonmeone's
husband or son is a policenman and he is away on patrol at odd hours.

Unli ke ot her jobs where he can be expected to come home safe and sound to
his | oved ones after a hard day's work, a policeman's fanly is never sure
whet her he will return safely fromwork

The hazards of the policenen's work are many and i njury and death in the
line of duty are risks which the policenen - and their fanmilies - have
| earnt to accept. This is sonething that we shoul d bear in nmind when we
are tenpted to criticise the police force whenever there are all egations
of police brutality against nenbers of the public.

However, this is not to say that the police forceis without its faults
or that there are no occasi onal abuses conmitted in the performance of its
work. As in any |l arge force conprising nmen and wonen from across al
sections of society, mstakes coul d be nade when sone of themare
executing their duties and there could al so be over-zeal ous personnel in
t he police force using excessive force in dealing with denonstrators and
possi bl y i nnocent bystanders who happened to be in the wong pl ace at the
wong tine. But in denonstrations and illegal assenblies which could turn
violent, it is someti nes unavoi dabl e that the police will have to use a
certain amount of force to deal with the participants, particularly if
t hey are out nunbered.

VWhat ever the circunmstances, what is vital is that the police force as a
whol e shoul d be gui ded by the principle that they remai n unbi ased,
impartial and maintain their professionalismin undertaking their work.
This is especially inmportant when we are living inamulti-racial, multi-
religious and denocratic country. As Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir
Moharmad has sai d, a neutral police force woul d enhance the people's belief
inthe police and the police would in turn get the people's support. If
there are all egations of police brutality, the police thensel ves have on
occasi ons done their own internal inquiries. There are al so avenues such
as the Ml aysi an Human Ri ghts Conmmi ssi on (Suhakam) for the public to bring
up such allegations to be investigated.

Pol i cemen are hunmans too and al t hough they are trained to be rational in
a confrontation with menmbers of the public, sonme of themmay | ose their
cool in a provocative and tense situation. This is unfortunate because if
it happens, the reaction coul d be even nore provocations and hostility
fromthe opposi ng si de and worsen an al ready ugly situation. This then
becones a vicious cycle.

Pol i cenen too want to have a peaceful society in which there is m ninum
vi ol ence because they want to go back safely every day to their famli es.
They are there to prevent viol ence. However, to preserve the good i nage of
the police, errant policenen who are identified as being deliberately



brutal in carrying out their work shoul d be weeded out.
( END)
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