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| mpressed with the Mal aysi an way

Must apha Kami |
FEWthings are better than listening to the thoughts of foreigners about

one's own country. | had that pleasure | ast week in Houston, Texas.
There on a speaki ng engagenent at the invitation of a Mexi can cenment
company Cenex to tal k about the Southeast Asian market, | net the

organi sation's seni or corporate personnel who asked a nunmber questions
about the country.

At a casual after-dinner conversation later, there were nore enquiries
about Ml aysia and not wanting to risk being seen as biased in ny views, |
| et the host do nost of the talking.

Many of the participants have travelled to Asia and nany have nade
stopovers in Kuala Lumpur. Also included in the group were several from
the US.

The first subject of discussion was their entry point to Ml aysia, the
Kual a Lunpur International Airport in Sepang.

Levy Benshinmpl is the conpany's official based in Caracas, Venezuela. He
has travell ed worl dwi de

H's first cooment about the airport was on the opposition the airport
project has faced fromsone quarters in Ml aysia.

"It's easily the npst beautiful airport in Asia. | can walk in the
ternminals of the Changi Airport in Singapore and still think | was in
Tokyo's Narita instead or rush through New York's John F. Kennedy,

Chi cago's O Hare or London's Heat hrow wi t hout even bothering to | ook |eft
or right."

"But the Kuala Lunpur Airport in different. You are in an airport but
still feel like you' re not in one. You have to stop and enjoy the entire
facility," he said.

Sharing his sentinents was conference organi ser and New York-rai sed Jeff
Bor da.

"I"ve been to the old Kuala Lunmpur Airport in Subang. It was |like the
42nd Street Port Authority bus termnal in downtown New York and the new
one was really needed,"” he said.

Benshi nol however had a suggestion. The KLIA, he said, nust be marketed
wi del y.

He pointed to advertisenents al ready appearing in many internationa
newspapers on the renovations to be undertaken by the JFK International in
New Yor K.

And so the informal discussion went on and it was a matter of tine
before it drifted to Kuala Lunmpur's nost visible | andmark, the Petronas
Twi n Towers.

Both nmen marvelled at the building and and its surroundi ng area and
agai n wondered why there have been peopl e who objected the project.

"Conpl etion of the towers says a | ot about your country," Benshi mol said.

Qui ckly too, the project was equated with Malaysia's Prine M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad' s singl e-mi ndedness in turning Ml aysia
into a devel oped nation. Apparently, the Prime Mnister is well known in
Latin Ameri ca.

Borda said the econonmic crisis of 1997 showed the world what Dr Mahat hir
was made of. "He was the only Asian | eader who had the courage to say "no
to attenpts by outside powers to dictate how t he Ml aysi an econony shoul d
be run," he said.

O course, the ever-inportant topic of what Ml aysia and the region has



to offer in the comrercial sense |later surfaced with both nmen agreeing
that Sout heast Asia was not as bad as western Press has pictured it.

"Which is why we wanted to hear froma local, to have first-hand
i nformation of what the country and regi on has to offer,"” Benshinol said.

An invitation to explore nore what Ml aysia has to offer was in order
and just to show themthe advent of the cenment industry in Mlaysia, the
700- odd kil onetre North-South Expressway in Ml aysia served as a fine
exanpl e.

About hal f of the expressway is paved with concrete.

(END)
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