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I ncl usi on of new faces in supreme council augurs well for Umo's future

Ai non Mohd

APART frombeing the first to be held outside Kuala Lunpur, the Umo
supreme council neeting in | poh on Monday cane just three days after its
10 appoi nted nenbers were nanmed, to add to the 25 el ected during the party
el ections in My.

The appoi ntnrents made public | ast Friday rai sed sone eyebrows, nore so
as it was not announced by the party president as had been the tradition.

Specul ation will go on as to why a maj or announcenent |ike this was not
made by party president Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanad or even the
secretary-general Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob

Thi s asi de, perhaps the nost significant devel opnent and the one thing
that captured the attention of political observers and nedia alike was the
i nclusion of many new faces in the party's highest decision-naki ng body.

There were four fresh faces anong those appointed - Azalina O hnman Said,
an ordinary menber of the Raja Chulan Umo branch and w dely known wonen's
activist, Bank Rakyat chai rman and wonen exco nmenber Dr Norraesah Mohanad,
Umo yout h information chief Azim Daimand Education Mnister Tan Sri
Musa Mohamad

What ever the reason may be, the point is that the choice has been nade
and all must accept that it is the prerogative of the party president to
choose the team nenbers he would need to |l ead the party.

An insider said the neeting deliberated on the need for the party to
undertake neasures to inbue the spirit of Umo in the hearts and m nds of
t he younger generation especially those in institutions of higher
| ear ni ng.

In other words to secure the support of the younger generation which is
the party's biggest chall enge yet.

If that is the case, then the appoi ntnent of Azalina and Azim was
i ndeed a commendabl e nove by the party | eadership in their efforts to get
diverse ideas and views fromthe perspective of the young to attract nore
yout hs.

During the neeting which lasted a few hours, said the insider, the
di scussi on and nood was serious, energetic, optimstic and full of
conm tment fromall

In the course of the deliberation, various nmeasures to bridge the
generation gap between the party | eadership and young Ml aysi ans to ensure
continui ng support for the party in preparation for the next genera
el ection were di scussed in depth.

"Everyone was enthusiastic. This a good start as we feel that everyone
shoul d express honest opinions regarding matters that will bring good to
the party.

"This scenari o bodes well for the future of the party,
State | eader.

He said Dr Mahathir's choice showed that there was a place in the
| eadership for tried and tested | eaders as well as fresh bl ood and new
i deas.

"I'n choosing the 10 appoi nt ed-menbers, Dr Mahathir would want to gather
as much talent as he can."

He said al though many had expected nore senior party nenbers to sit in
the council, thereis little to be gained if he only chooses the senior
menbers despite the great deal of political talent there.

However, political observers were quick to point out a few bl eni shes.

said an Umo



They clainmed that many within Umo are still apprehensive on the
appoi nt rent of the 10.

"In the first place if the party wants to have a representati on across
t he board, why not choose soneone |ike Senator Zainal Ranpak, who is
presi dent of the Ml aysian Trades Uni on Council."

A veteran Umo | eader however was quick to point out that in deciding to
appoi nt new faces, Dr Mahathir has displayed i nmense political courage.

"The consi derations involved in taking such a step were nunerous and
critical, but he went through with it in the interest of the party's
future.

"New faces in Umo reflect the desire for newthinking in the party.

"This mght help to infuse a renewed sense of vigour into the noverent."

He added that the 10 appoi ntees consi sted of nen and wonen whom Dr
Mahathir felt were necessary to see the party and the nation through the
days ahead, able to grapple with the chall enges and capabl e of naki ng the
nost of the opportunities.

"The apprehensi ons sone nmay have on the appointnents are m splaced. Dr
Mahat hir's choice, making full use of experience while bringing in new
faces with new energies, | believe will have wi de support from Umo
nmenbers," said the veteran

On top of that, he said, the appointnment of three wonen representatives
to the council also augurs well for the party.

As for the appointnment of the various State |iaison chairnmen, a
political analyst said naybe it stood as a tinely remnder to the State
| eaders to show their capacity to solve their internal disputes anobng
t hemsel ves.

What Dr Mahathir may be inplying, said the anal yst, was that the | eaders
coul d not expect the people to have confidence in their ability to resolve
wi der issues if they were not even able to put their own house in order.

"Dr Mahathir clearly had not allowed internal bickering anong the
| eaders to divert his attention fromthe [ arger issue of survival now and
in the future.

"What ever the personal and policy differences between the | eaders, he
expects themto resolve it and nake peace with each other."

Citing a Malay proverb, the veteran said : "Tali yang tiga |l enbar itu
tak suang-suang putus.” ("A rope of three strands is not easily parted",
or literally unity is strength).

"The ball is not in any one person's court.

"For the sake of the party, it is inperative that while views may differ
in other respects, there is total agreenment that Umo unity nust prevail."

( END)
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