19/ 10/ 2000
I ndon aut horities get cracking

Zubai dah Abu Bakar

LANGKAW , Wed. - Indonesian authorities have started planni ng ways to take
back hundreds of thousands of I ndonesianillegal immgrants working and
staying in Ml aysi a.

I ndonesi an Anrbassador to Mal aysia, Hadi A Wayarabi Al hadar, said a
nmeeting was held recently in Pekan Baru, Riau, to work things out.

"There is already a comm t nent back honme to overcone this problemand it
isamtter of time before it is inplemented,” he said after seeing of f
I ndonesi an Presi dent Abdurrahnman Wahi d at the Langkaw | nternational
Ai rport today.

Abdur rahman had arrived yesterday for an overni ght working visit to
Mal aysi a.

The neeting in Pekan Baru was chai red by Hone Affairs and Regi ona
Aut ononmy M ni ster Suriadi and attended by Labour and Transm gration
M nister Al hilal Handi and t he respecti ve Governors.

Wayar abi sai d bot h | ndonesi an and Mal aysi an aut horities had experience
in deporting illegal Indonesian inmgrants.

Two years ago I ndonesia sent its warships to take back its citizens,
with the cost borne by both countries.

"There i s an understandi ng on this between the two countries."

Mal aysi a and | ndonesi a yest erday agreed that | ndonesian illega
immgrants in Mal aysia woul d be deported and the cost to be borne by both
Gover nnent s.

After a two-hour neeting with Abdurraman, Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad sai d | ndonesi a acknow edged t he probl ens faced by
Mal aysia in dealing with the illegal inmgrants.

Meanwhi l e, I nmmigration director-general Datuk Aseh Che Mat said the
deportation process woul d ensure those deported reach their hones safely.

"W received information that in the past sone of those deported did not
reach home and returned (to Mal aysia)."

He added that there were al so those who were nade to believe they could
return to Mal aysia and j obs were waiting for them

He said the departnment woul d ask t he I ndonesi an Governnent to send its
navy ships here to ferry their conpatriots working illegally in Ml aysia
back.

He added t hat the nunber of | ndonesi ans who had entered the country
illegally so far this year stood at about 65, 000.
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