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KUALA LUMPUR, March 7 (Bernama) -- Indonesia, inspired by the success
of Malaysia's very own Multinedia Super Corridor (MSC) project, intends to
use it as a blueprint for a simlar project.

Towards this effort, a five-nmenber consortium of Indonesian |T-based
conpani es and organi sati ons woul d col | aborate with the Miltinmedi a
Devel opnent Corporation (MDC) to devel op a project-oriented cooperative
arrangenent for its nultinedia project.

The I ndonesi an consortium consists of Institut Teknol ogi Bandung, PT
I ndosat Tbk, PT Sisindosat, Yayasan Il mu Pengetahuan & Teknol ogi | ndonesia
and PT Krakatua I nformation Technol ogy.

Initially, the collaboration will focus on the prospects of devel opi ng
e-conmerce, e-governnent and smart school applications for Indonesia's
mul ti medi a i ndustry.

Thi s cooperation would be formalised via a nmenorandum of under st andi ng
(MOU) between the consortiumand MDC to be signed in Jakarta, |ndonesia on
Thursday and witnessed by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad.

Foll owi ng the MOU, a del egate conprising Ml aysian I T businesses wil |
go on a working visit to Indonesia in April to work out the details on the
potential areas of devel opnent.

The del egation would be | ed by MDC s executive chairman Tan Sri O hman
Yeop Abdul | ah.

In a press conference at MDC Cyberjaya headquarters today, senior vice
presi dent Dr Mohamed Arif Nun said Indonesia's serious intention had
di spelled recent criticisns thrown at the MSC

It denonstrated that the success of the MSC had inspired others to | ook
at it as a highly viable and concrete nodel for simlar projects of their
own, he added.

Dr Ir Munawar Ahmad, chief IT studies and tel econmuni cations, Institut
Teknol ogi Bandung and one of the five officials representing the consortium
menbers, said apart fromworking closely with Malaysia, it was al so working
with other countries having "smart areas".

I ndonesi a woul d conpare concepts and applications in these "smart
areas" and inplenment the best ones for its own multinedia project.

Among themare the Silicon Valley of the United States and Cyberport in
Hong Kong. Other "smart areas" Indonesia was working with are in Gernmany
and Si ngapor e.

MDC s col | aboration with Indonesia is the fourth link with a foreign IT
initiative. Others were with the United States in the HUBS (hospitals,
uni versities, businesses and schools) project, Sri Lanka in on-line
el ectronic travel booking systenms, and United Arab Emrates (UAE) and Egypt
in smart schools, tel emedi ci ne e-commerce and cyberl aws. -- BERNAVA
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