23/ 10/ 2000

I ndonesi a shoul d patrol exits

VE have many “guests' in the country. The visitors we are concerned with
are not tourists. Nor are they guest workers with permts and travel
docunents. Rather, they are the unwel cone i mm grants of whom | ndonesi ans
are the biggest lot. No one has an official tally; but the nunmber is

| arge, very large, running into fewhundred t housands. The good ti nmes over
t he past three decades have been a powerful magnet to those who cane in
search of a better fortune and livelihood on our shores.

And t hey cane i n droves, pouring through our porous coastline. Many
found work; many others did not. The latter strain our resources i n ways
nore t han one

Failure to find work inthis land of relative plenty enforces these
immgrants toalife of crime. They begin with the petty, snatching hand
bags and pi cki ng pockets, before noving on to thefts and robberi es.

Enbol dened, they resort to nore serious and viol ent crine: armed robberies
and, on occasions, even rape. The police have had to undertake the tedious
chore to ferret out these crimnals and the inm gration enforcenent staff

have had to assume t he onerous task of rounding up theillegal imigrants.
Hol di ng thembefore repatriation inposes atoll on the Treasury's coffers

as they have to be fed, housed and supervi sed. I n the past the I ndonesian

authorities had co-operated. Their naval vessels hel ped i n hauling hone

t he unwant ed. The country exhal ed a si gh of relief upon | earning that the

I ndonesi an Presi dent acknow edged t he probl ens his countrynmen - and wonen

- poseinthis country, especially those who do not have jobs. Abdurrahman
Wahi d said | ast Tuesday after a two-hour nmeeting with Prinme M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad that "this is an ol d problemand we know it

we have to solve it amicably." Indonesia, in the Langkawi tete-a-tete

bet ween the two | eaders, agreed to the deportation of theillega

i mm grants. The cost of repatriationw |l be shared by both Governnents

It is only fair and just. For we have had to endure the burden and the

costs of searching out theillegals anong i mmi grants, hol ding themin
canps and shi ppi ng them out.
Deportation is only a partial solution to the problemof illega

i mmigrants. The far nore serious issue is their exit fromlndonesian
shores. Qur coastlineis very long. Qur naval and narine police vessels

si nply cannot undertake hawk-eyed patrols of our shores. |ndonesians |ured
by the greener pastures on our side of the Malacca Straits knowit, as do
the avaricious transporters of human cargo.

To curb the outflow, Indonesia nust initiate pre-enptive acts. The
I ndonesi an navy and i mmi grati on departnent nmust nmonitor the various
enmbar ki ng points along their | onger coastline. Their vigilance would curb
t he exodus of illegals fromtheir |and.

W ar e nei gbours, Indonesia and Mal aysia. W are al so foundi ng partners
of the Asean grouping. Stability of the regionis of utnbst inportance to
t he economi c progress of both countries. Resentnent caused by the presence
of illegals and the crinmes conmitted by themunderm ne the goodwi | |
Mal aysi ans have | ong had for Indonesia. It is not good for the bil ateral
rel ations.

W hope I ndonesia realises this fact. And we trust it woul d execute the
authority neccessary to curb illegal mgrants. If exits are checked,
nei t her side woul d have to worry about future repatriation
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