19/ 04/ 2000
“Info recei ved denp woul d turn viol ent'

reports on "Dewan Rakyat"” by Ranl an Said; Ai non Mhd
THE police's pre-enptive nove to detain several organisers of the Black 14
assenbly in Kuala Lunpur on Saturday was nmade as information received

i ndi cated that the planned denonstration would turn violent.

Deputy Honme M ni ster Datuk Zainal Abidin Zin said in the Dewan Rakyat
that police intelligence reveal ed that the people had been asked to bring
flags, sticks and canes to the assenbly.

The gat hering was supposed to mark the first year of Datuk Seri Anwar
| brahim s i nprisonnent.

"The planning (for the denonstration) started nmuch earlier. At various
party neetings and gatherings |like in Gonbak, Jel ebu, Shah Al am and Jasi n,
the police discovered that supporters had been advised to bring weapons.

"The rakyat did not knowthis ... it was fromthe informati on gathered
that the police realised the true intention of the denonstration, contrary
to the announcenents that it would be a peaceful one."

He was responding to clains by Opposition MPs that the police had acted
cruelly and violated the rights of those arrested. He said the fact that
no weapons were seized could be attributed to the vari ous neasures taken
by the police, including setting up road blocks at entry points into the
city, to prevent supporters from bringi ng weapons.

The MPs were debating a notion tabled earlier by Opposition | eader and
Pendang MP Dat uk Fadzil Noor who wanted the House to adjourn its
proceedi ngs to discuss the arrest of several Parti Keadilan Nasi ona
| eaders and 46 others to facilitate investigations into the planned
assenbl y.

Speaker Tun Mhamed Zahir Ismail all owed the notion.

Besi des Fadzil, the others who spoke were Dr Tan Seng G aw ( DAP- Kepong),
Abdul Rahman Yusof (Keadil an-Kemanman) and three backbenchers, including
Backbenchers C ub chai rman and Ronmpi n MP Datuk Dr Jamal uddin Jarjis.

Zai nal Abidin was at the end of his reply when he got involved in a
heated argunment with Mahfuz Omar (Pas-Pokok Sena), who wanted to know why
he was arrested under the Internal Security Act during Operasi Lalang in
1987.

He accused the Deputy Mnister of |lying when the House was told that
besi des the Cpposition, Umo and Governnent | eaders had al so been pl aced
under | SA detention.

Di sputing this, the Pas Youth | eader clainmed he was detai ned under the
Act al t hough he had nothing to do with events | eading to the 1987 nass
arrests.

Zainal Abidin said it was normal for the Qpposition to accuse the
Governnent of lying in all nmatters.

"When we detai ned Umo and Governnent | eaders under the | SA, they say we
only sent these people for holiday or to guest houses."

Unhappy with the reply, Mahfuz asked the Deputy Mnister to give reasons
for his past detention.

Hs refusal to sit down sparked a shouting match with the backbenchers,
forcing Mohaned Zahir to switch off the m crophones.

Earlier, Fadzil called on the Ml aysi an Human Ri ghts Comnri ssion to
investigate the alleged violations by the police and the i medi ate rel ease
of those detained in connection with the planned assenbly.

He al so accused Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad of
spreading lies and trying to justify police action by saying that the



denmonstrati on woul d turn viol ent.
( END)
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