11/ 08/ 2000

I nteresting progranme for Wanita 2000

KUALA LUMPUR, Thur. - Interesting events have been lined up for the nmonth
of August which is dedi cated to wonen who have contri buted to nati onal
devel opnent .

The Wanita 2000 progranme ai ns at maki ng wonen's voi ces heard and to
give themequality in national devel opnent whil e thanking themfor their
sacrifices.

Jointly organi sed by the Wnen's Affairs Departnent and t he Nati onal
Advi sory Council for the Integration of Wnen in Devel opnent, it will kick
off with a two-day conference.

Wth the theme "Nur - Bernul a Denganmu" Lighting the way forward) wonen
can al so partake in any of the 14 activities such as Nur Interactive,
Pohon I npian, Nur Creative or Tapestri Nur.

Tapestri Nur is where wonmen in every State will sewa unity patchwork
tapestry and assenble it at the espl anade of the KLCC on Aug 27. Pohon
I mpi an i s where wonen can share their hopes and dreans and Nur Creative
will provide an opportunity to neet sonme of Mal aysia's nost creative
wonen.

Wanita 2000 will clinmax with a nega cel ebrati on where 10, 000 wonen are
expected to participate ina stirring cerenony to be officiated by Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad.

Naci wi d chairman Datuk Dr N k Safiah Kari m said:

"The Wbrren 2000 Speci al Conference on Aug 17 and 18 ains to include
worren i n all chapters of devel opnent for the Ei ghth Mal aysia Plan, and to
revi ewthe national wormen policy and the action plan.

"When the action plan and policy were drafted in 1989, wonen were still
conservative. It needs areviewto nmake it nore specific andinline wth
current needs and chal | enges.

"It needs to be made nore acceptabl e, gender sensitised and nore
rel evant for women in the newmllennium" N k Safiah said.

To dat e About 200 wonen have signed up for the conference, conprising
participants fromall sectors, includingthe private and public sectors,
senators and nenmbers of Parlianent, non-governnental organi sations,
institutions of higher |earning and professionals.

The conference has outlined a wi de range of topics for round table
di scussions to be chaired and facilitated by prom nent wonen.

Anong the topics are politics, information technol ogy, entrepreneurship,
human ri ghts, environnent and housing, famly devel opnent, | eadership and
deci si on nmaki ng, science and research, unity in diversity and sports.

Those interested can contact Hawa at 03-2930095.
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