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By: E. Sivabal an

SEQUL, Cct 19 (Bernanmm) -- East Asian and European | eaders and their
hi gh-1evel representatives will gather here tonorrow for their third
Asi a- Europe Meeting (Asen) to reviewthe achi evenents and chal | enges of the
five-year-old inter-regional body.

The European Conmission felt that "there is little doubt that the Asem
process has been a consi derabl e success.

"Between summits, the Asempolitical dialogue has devel oped gradually
but substantially, while in the economc field, it has been possible to
wor k towards producing a greater consensus on the nerits of nultilatera
liberalisation," the EU s directorate general for external relations said
in a docunent released to the nedia recently.

The first Asemwas held in Bangkok in 1996 while the second in 1998.
The fourth summit will be held in Copenhagen, Denmark in 2002.

The Asem process brings heads of state and government of ten Asian
countries and of the 15 nenber states of the EU together with the President
of the European Commr ssion, in total 26 partners.

What was supposed to be an informal, multidinmensional forum Asem nm ght
soon have its own Secretariat, according to the office of the third Asem
her e.

Al t hough the Secretariat is anbng the 22 recomendati ons under the
Asi a- Europe Vision Group Report, its formation is still uncertain as
menbers prefer Asemto continue being an informal, |ose consultative
organi sati on whose decision is not binding.

Beyond that the European nations are trying their best not to turn Asem
into a devel oprment aid financial facility through the setting up of the
Asem Trust Fund, one of the Aseminitiatives in progress.

Wiile the EU wanted the fund to provide technical expertise, Thail and,
| ndonesi a and the Philippines prefered it to be extended.

As for Malaysia, it does not want to be included in the fund's |ist.

"W are not against it. W only want to be taken out of the list,"” said
a Mal aysi an di pl onat .

Fund asi de, the Seoul Asemis al so expected to deliberate on a proposa
to allow countries which cannot fit into Asia and Europe to become nenbers
subj ect to consensus fromthe nenber states.

Some 20 countries including Russia, Australia and New Zeal and
reportedly hope to join the Asem

However, observers said Asemmnust first resolve the nenmbership of
Myanmar, in particular and Canbodi a and Laos, the three Asean nmenber
nations not yet part of the Asem process.

The European menbers have opposed or expressed reservati on over
Myanmar' s i ncl usi on because of Yangon's so-called human rights violations.

Anal ysts said that while political dinension cannot be negl ected,

di ffering viewpoi nts have caused suspi ci ons on the Asian side.

"They feel that the EUwi Il lecture them" said one anal yst.

But the EU begged to differ. "W are | ooking for good political
di al ogue, " said one EU di pl omat .

But South Korea, host of the third Asem is not about to allow any
head-on col lision between Asia and Eur ope.

To encourage consultations on a friendly atnosphere, Seoul has proposed
or co-proposed with other Asempartners four newinitiatives nanely a
Trans- Eurasia I nformati on Network, Asem Fel |l owshi p Progranme, an Initiative



to Address the Digital Divide and an Asem Roundtabl e on d obalisation, an
issue that is very sensitive to many devel opi ng nations, including
Mal aysi a.

Mal aysi an Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad who will attend
the sunmit here tonorrow is expected to give his views on globalisation by
calling on the nostly devel oped European nmenber states to accord devel opi ng
nations a say in inportant global econom c deci si on-naki ng.

The Seoul Asemis al so expected to endorse three docunents -- the
Chairman' s Statenent, the Asia-Europe Cooperation Framework 2000 and the
Seoul Declaration for Peace on the Korean Peninsula, a subject close to the
heart of the host country.

The | eaders are al so expected to confirmtheir intention to nmeet again
for the fourth Asemin Copenhagen, Denmark in 2002 and decide to hold the
fifth Asemin Asia in 2004.

They woul d al so note that foreign, econom c and finance mnisters of
Asem woul d meet in China, Bel giumand Japan respectively in 2001 before the
fourth Asem -- BERNAMA
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