14/ 04/ 2000

Isis to hold National Youth Congress on K-econony

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - The Institute for Strategic and |Internationa
Studies will organise a two-day National Youth Congress for K-econony on
Monday to obtain views fromthe younger generation for its "Know edge-
Based Econom c Master Plan".

This is the first tine the congress is being held under the thene
Mal aysi a Steps i nto Know edge-based: Strategic Chall enges, Strategic
Reactions. It will be held at Hotel Summ t, USJ, in Subang Jaya.

A total of 336 participants below the age of 35 will represent their
respective national youth associations, State youth councils, youth and
worren's movenents frompolitical parties, students' bodies frompublic
institutions of higher learning, private colleges and young prof essi onal s.

An |sis spokesnan said the nunber of participants was encouragi ng as the
initial target was 300

"This is the first time the Governnent is considering the views of al
Mal aysi an citizens even including those fromsecondary school students, to
devi se and prepare the national policy.

"We feel that it is inportant to involve every Malaysian in the process
of devising the "National Know edge-based Econonic Master Plan" as its
future success depends on their involvenent and overall contribution.”

Early last nonth, Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhamad
announced the CGovernnent's strategic plan to introduce its Know edge- based
Econom ¢ Master Plan or K-Econonmic Progranme to further enhance the
country's progress and devel opnent in the new mll ennium

K- econony is an economi ¢ structure which requires nany know edgeabl e
wor kers especially in robotics engineering, electronics, informtion and
comuni cati ons technol ogy, tel ecommunications and bi o-technol ogy |i ke bi o-
sci ence, genetic engi neering, sports science and pharnacy.

Following this, the Governnent appointed Isis to prepare a draft plan
for K-econonmy with the condition that it take into account the views of
all levels of society, including youths.

Its preparation will be done in stages starting with the views and
opi ni ons of the younger generation, followed by other groups.

A simlar congress will also be held in other States to obtain the views
of professionals fromthe private sector, non-CGovernnental organisations
right down to the farmers and fishernen

Isis anticipates that the preparation of the masterplan will take some
time.
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