22/ 06/ 2000

I slamic credentials basis for post in suprenme counci

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - Strong Islam c background and credentials will form
the basis for consideration by Umo president Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir
Mohamad i n nam ng the 10 appoi nted suprene council menbers.

Their appointnent to the party's hi ghest decision-making body is to
strengt hen Umo and to counter Pas' tactics in using Islamto gain
support, said a report in the latest Umo newsl etter, \Wawasan Mer deka.

At present, only two council nenbers are said to possess such criteria.
They are Mnister inthe Prime Mnister's Departnment Senator Datuk Paduka
Abdul Hamid G hman and forner party information chief Datuk Dr Mohd Yusof
Noor

On whether the Prine Mnister would face difficulty in finding the
sui tabl e candi dates, the report quoted a source close to the Umo
headquarters as sayi ng

"Their names have been identified but Dr Mahathir needs nore tine to
study the matter. The party wants themto contribute towards strengthening
Umo and to go on the of fensive agai nst Pas."

Dr Mahathir is expected to nane the appoi nted nenbers before the next
council neeting on July 3.

As party president, he can appoint 10 council nenbers. The council has
25 el ected nenbers.

The report also said Menteris Besar and Chief Mnisters who lost in the
party el ections last nonth but are fromStates with the nost nunber of
di vi si ons woul d be appoi nt ed.

Menteris Besar and Chief Mnisters who lost in the vice-presidency race
wer e Datuk Abdul Ghani OQthman (Johor), Datuk Seri Gsu Sukam ( Sabah), Tan
Sri Mohamad | sa Samad (Negri Senbilan) and Datuk Seri Dr Abu Hassan QOmar

( Sel angor).
On the appointnents of Menteris Besar and the Chief Mnister to the
council, the source said this was to enable themto discharge their

responsibilities as State Umo |iaison chiefs nore effectively, thus
further consolidating the party's strength in the States.
( END)
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