20/ 11/ 2000

Islanmic digital library closer toreality thanks to Sun M crosystens

AWRLDWDE Islanmic digital library is edging closer toreality with
Mal aysi a and several M ddl e East nations taking the lead with the
assi stance of Anerican software giant Sun M crosystens Inc.

Egypt, Syria, Jordan and Morocco have expressed their interest to work
with Malaysia in providing the lslanm c naterials online, Sun director of
science office Dr John Gage sai d.

Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad is "extrenely interested” in the virtua
library, Gage told reporters as he emerged froma hal f-an-hour neeting
with the Prine Mnister in Langkawi yesterday.

"We' ve been tal king about this digital library for a nunber of years
because it has been a chal |l enge for everyone to agree on one nethod in
bringing the naterials together."

It was only after the Internet's arrival a fewyears ago that librarians
finally agreed on a harnoni ous nethod to consol i date precious Islanic
materials virtually.

However, Gage pointed out the difficulties in putting the digital
library in place.

"There are still many issues of scholarship, librarianship and cul tural
preservati ons that nmust be addressed.

"The hard part is to bring all collections of Islamic materials

together... howdo you take that very val uable materials and convert them
intodigital forms. Al librarians nust be consulted."
In response to Sun's conmtnent in making the digital library areality,

he said: "Sun is conpletely conmittted."
( END)
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