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I slamic society's loss for not nmeeting Dr M

Asraf Am n Hussein

RECENT news of the Islamc Society of North Anerica's | ast-mnute
withdrawal of its invitation to Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad to address its convention in Rosenont, Illinois, does not augur
well for the future devel opnent of Islamc countries.

By rescinding the invitation, Isna has |ost the opportunity to listen to
a genui ne Muslim| eader who dared | ook | M- managers in the eye and tel
themthey were wong in prescribing a cormon nedi ci ne to sol ve the
econom ¢ problens of all East Asian countries.

I sna nenmbers have | ost the chance to | earn about how Mal aysia's
i ngenuity solved its economic crisis without bowing to the pressures of
the | M.

More inmportantly, they could not |earn of the Mal aysi an Governnent's
achi everrents in elevating Islamas a foundati on of the country's growth or
of howit had infused Islamc values within its adninistration, banking
system educational system and devel opnent - a feat unequall ed by other
ot her Muslimcountries.

Mal aysi a, through the Islamc International University, is providing
hi gh-1evel education not only to | ocals but al so poor foreign students
fromas far as Africa. Malaysia's |Islanic banking systemreflects the
success of the infusion of Islam c values, a programme | aunched by Dr
Mahat hir soon after beconming Prine Mnister in July 1981.

It was under Dr Mahat hir that Ml aysia nanaged to nodernise its econony
and attain full enploynent status anidst price stability, a rare
performance i n many devel opi ng countries and certainly not in many Muslim
countri es.

Mal aysi a has succesfully undertaken a nassi ve soci al engi neering
programre, even bigger than the US' s own affirnmative action programre. The
Gover nnent has nmanaged to reduce the poverty level, reduce the economnic
gap between the Muslinms and the non-Mislins and distribute i ncone and
weal t h usi ng economic growh with distribution philosophy |ong before the
Wor | d Bank exhorted devel opi ng countries to do so.

Mal aysi a has one of the nost equitable inconme distribution system anong
devel opi ng countri es.

Al'l these feats are largely due to Dr Mahathir's Malay Di | emma publi shed
inthe early 70s which notivated Mal ays into self-evaluation and striving
for excellence.

Yet Isna does not see it fit to learn fromDr Mahathir, all because of
di storted accounts of how Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimfell fromgrace. Anwar
received just sentences froma judiciary as fair as, if not fairer, than
that of other countries.

But if Isna nmenbers refuse to recognise facts and choose to pacify those
whose contributions to the Muslimworld are limted to lies and sl ander,
it would be their |oss.

They have missed the chance to pick the nmind of a man whose
contributions to the devel opnent and welfare of the Islamc World are
not hi ng short of renarkable.
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