25/ 09/ 2000
I slands for Filipino refugees identified

Joni st on Bangkuai

KOTA KI NABALU, Sun. - Several islands in the east coast of Sabah have been
identified as a potential site for the proposed special canps for
Filipinos fleeing to Malaysia to escape a Philippine mlitary assault on
rebels in Jolo.

The Director of the Federal Special Task Force on Illegal |Inmm grants,
Datuk Abu Talib Harun, said |ogistics and nonitoring aspects were anong
the key considerations in choosing the island to house the fl eeing
r ef ugees.

Acconpani ed by the Commander of the Fifth Infantry Brigade, Brigadier-
General Datuk Khalid Saad, Abu Talib nade an aerial survey of all the
islands in the east coast yesterday.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad had on Friday said
Filipinos fleeing to Malaysia to escape the mlitary assault woul d be
treated as war refugees and placed in a special canp.

"An announcenent woul d be nmade once we have decided on the island," Abu
Talib told reporters on his return from Tawau t oday.

He said despite the Governnment's readiness to set up the special canps,
the Philippines should assist by preventing its people fromfleeing to
Mal aysi a.

Meanwhi |l e, Khalid said another battalion fromeither Sarawak or the
peni nsul a woul d be depl oyed within the next two weeks to beef up security
i n east coast of Sabah.

The depl oynent of the additional battalion is to conplenent the two
battalions fromthe Fifth Infantry Brigade already in the area.

"W need nore nmen to cover all the islands and strategic |ocations al ong
the coastline," he said.

So far mlitary personnel has been depl oyed on 15 of the nore than 60
i sl ands that needed to be covered.

Khal id al so di sclosed that the Royal Ml aysian Navy spotted four boats
anchored north of Pul au Tanbi san of f Sandakan | ast ni ght, whose crew
claimed to be barter traders fromthe sout hern Phili ppines.

Initial investigation showed that they had anchored off the island as
they feared to return following the Philippine mlitary assaults agai nst
t he Abu Sayyaf rebels in the southern Philippine island of Jolo.

He said the Inmm grati on Department had gi ven perm ssion to themto stay
on the island for a few days.

"They are worried about their safety in view of the uncertainty in the
southern Philippines,"” Khalid told reporters on his return here after
touring several islands in the east coast of Sabah

On reports that six arnmed nen were sighted on Pul au Ti nba-Ti nba of f
Senporna yesterday, Khalid said a teamfromthe navy and nari ne police
sent to the area found not hing.

Locat ed about an hour by speedboat from Senporna, Pulau Tinba-Tinba is a
smal | island about 100 netres long and 80 netres wide with no vegetation.
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