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Islaml's worst enenmies are its own foll owers

Abdul | ah Ahmad

THE | sl amic Foreign M nisters' conference in Kual a Lunpur - the second
tinme we hosted it - ended | ast Friday. Opening the conference, the Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad called on Islanmic nations to cl ose
ranks, reduce petty conflicts, acquire know edge via information

technol ogy and real | ocate resources ot herwi se they would fail in
fulfilling their destiny as Allah's vice-regents.

The conference made new decl arations and el ected a new secretary-general
Abdel ouahed Bekezi z, anot her Moroccon. Notwi t hstanding t he many political
changes whi ch had taken pl ace, however, the Jeddah-based O ganisati on of
I slanmi ¢ Conference (O C), does not seemto have advanced nuch.

It is, like the United Nations, short of cash.

O C has not been as active even vocal as many of its menbers wi shed it
shoul d have been - and coul d have been. O Cis a nonetity, not noticed and
worse not even listed in any reference book or al manac | have conme across.
It does seemOC, like the Muslims it represents, is its worst eneny. And
the Muslinms' worst enem es are thensel ves.

| agree with Dr Mahathir that the Muslins are far frombei ng brothers
(for exanpl e, anong UWNO and PAS nenbers and between Iranians, Iragis and
Kuwai tis). They are nore divided than ever and in few cases at war with
each other; that those failing to devel op and noderni ze Musli mnati ons and
to defend the ummah are committing "even greater sins which our personal
devotion to the daily rituals of our faith will not absol ve."

The eneni es and detractors of |Islamare not concerned how faithful or
Islanmic the Muslins are. Because to themthey are all Muslins - their
eneni es, a backward peopl e, unenlightened, cruel, polyganmus and potenti al
terrorists and will do their utnost to weaken and nany cases destroy
I slami ¢ comunities - Kosovo and Chechnya. The denoni sation of Miuslim
m norities continues in nations dom nated by non-Mislims.

Mbderni sation in a largely Muslimnation |ike Mal aysia i s being
underm ned by ultra-conservative forces. Muslimsolidarity is broken.

The Federal Constitution guarantees freedomof religion and alt hough
Islamis the official religion of the state, everyone is allowed to
practise without I et and hidrance - in peace and harnony his own religion.

You woul d have noticed that we have no pan-Mal aysi an head of Islam The
Yang di-Pertuan Agong is head of religion only in his home state, in
Mal acca, Penang, Labuan, Kual a Lunpur, Sabah and Sarawak. The Ruler is the
head of Islamin his state.

As a result coordinating the adm nistration of Islamc nmatters | eaves
much to be desired and hence we do not have a M ni ster of Religion though
we have a Mnister in The Prine Mnister's Departnent who is in charge of
Islamic affairs.

For sure, there is the Rulers' Conference but then as Tun Muhammed
Suffian Hashimwites in "An Introduction to the Constitution of
Mal aysi a", "the conference fixes uniformdates for national religious acts
and observances, |ike the begi nning and end of puasa, whi ch was al npst
i mpossi bl e before Merdeka; but the Rul ers, havi ng been convi nced of the
absurdity of, for instance, celebrating Hari Raya on a day different from
their fellow Muslinms a few yards away in the next state agreed in
Conference of Rulers to let such matters be deci ded by the Yang di - Pertuan
Agong as their representative."”

Islamis essentially a state subject which neans that only states have



| egi slative and executive authority over it. The central or federa
government has no authority except in Kual a Lunpur, Labuan, Penang,
Mal acca, Sarawak and Sabah.

One of the many state powers is the creati on and puni shnent of of fences
by Muslins agai nst the precepts of Islamand this varies fromstate to
state and hence no uniformty in Islamc | aws and practi ces.

Wth this historical and | egal backdrop you will understand better the
various actions of the officers of the sel angor Reli gi ous Depart ment who
raided the three outlets serving |iquor and detai ned 31 Musli mpatrons on
June 10.

Al 't hough al | charges against the 31 Muslins arrested were w t hdrawn by
t he Sel angor Rel i gi ous Departnent it has brought unlimted danage toits
reputation. The enforcenent officers, according to the Menteri Besar of
Sel angor Dat uk Seri Abu Hassan Orar, did not fully understand section 10
of the Sel angor Syariah Crine Enactnment 1995 relating to insulting |slam
by being in the prem ses where al cohol is served.

Those caught under this section are liable to a fine of RVb, 000 or three
year's jail, or both. This is no laughing matter, it is a serious offence.
The 31 Muslins shoul d sue the Sel angor Reli gi ous Departnent for w ongful
arrest.

Aretired Tan Sri, and a haji to boot, tel ephoned ne to ask: "taking it
tothe extrene." he demanded, "why didn't the enforcenent officers arrest
sonme nenbers of the Selangor royalty for simlar of fence, or for that
matter, will they arrest Tok Guru Datuk N k Abdul Azi z and Tok Guru Haj i
Hadi Awang when they get down at the KL International Airport or the
Subang Airport (both are in Sel angor) because t hey have been on Ml aysi a
Airlines flights which serve Iiquor and in the airports which serve and
sel |l drinks?"

According to Tan Sri Musa Hitam he had nmet Mal ays who had tal ked to him

about migrating because their contentionis - | amquoting Musa - "If UWNO
bl unders, the alternative i s PAS. The Chinese worry as nuch as t he average
young Malay ... they think i f UVWNO bl unders and nesses things up the

country woul d go the PAS way.

"... | hopethis will be used positively by UVNO | eaders to enphasi se
t he urgency of us putting our act together, so that we can becone
acceptabl e again to the Mal ays and the popul ati on

"I'n the UWNO PAS rivalry, the tables have been turned: PAS is tenpering
its fundanental i st nessage, while UWNOsuffers a ~persecution conplex in
its practice of Islam." (VOX, June 11)

The Muslins are being subverted and their attention diverted to the
unf undanent al aspects of their religion. The Mal ays and the Mislins have
great capacity - indeed special talent and boundl ess energy - to indul ge
t hensel ves with the i nconsequenti al rather than the bigissues such as
illiteracy, econom c backwardness, corruption, decadence and | ow norals.

Too "syok" or obsessed with "splitting hairs" in their open-ended
debates regarding Islamc |l aws and practices and as a result they are
negl ecting their defences and acquiring newskills rel evant to the present
country. No people, as Dr Mahathir rightly says can defend thensel ves if
t hey have to buy their weapons fromtheir enem es.

| f what Abu Hassan says is true and he sounds convi nci ng, then the
people are in real trouble: giving power to officers who do not know
between right or wong and easily becone heady wi th power.

Education is the best cure for all this. A good Misli mdoes not drink
| iquor or ganble. Only bad Muslins accept bribes which many do and even
nmore conmt adultery, cheat, defane and |iabl e people.

Hol i er-than-thou Islam sts should be taken on study - tours to see what
i s happening in Egypt, the Enirates, Baharin, Jordan and Morocco. Howthe



Arabs live in their own countries and where the people are nearly all
Muslins. Are the Malays trying to be nore Arabs than the Arabs thensel ves?
The Arabs are opening - up and advanci ng as where we are trying to put the
cl ock back.

On the whol e I slamhas changed little the i nherent behavi our of the
maj ority of Arabs but it has done wonders for good Muslinms all over the
wor | d who have scrupul ously followed Islamin the context of a changed and
changi ng environnment. Islamis not arigidreligion; what is unchangingis
the divinity, the absol ute oneness of All ah (tawahi d) and Muhammad was Hi s
| ast Prophet and Messenger.

The wongful action by officers of the Sel angor Reli gi ous Depart nment
woul d not have arisenin the first place if they knewthe | aw and were not
out to enbarrass other Muslinms. |slamcensures peopl e who hum |i ate ot her
Muslims or even non-Mislimpeople. It urges persuasi on and re-education
for those deened to have strayed. It seens, in this case at | east, they
have exceeded t he bounds of their power and nust therefore face
consequences shoul d those who were huni |l i ated take | egal action agai nst
t hem

A M ngguan Mal aysi a col ummi st has asked Abu Hassan t o consi der resigning
for his failure to control the Sel angor Religi ous Department (July 2). The
time has cone for a strong | eadership to deal with this religious
anachroni sm A strong hand and new i deas are needed.

Indiscrimnate actions are and will be taken in future by supporters of
PAS i n governnment service to underm ne and even chal | enge t he noderate
UWNO | ed state governnments. This is the inpact of the rise of Islamc
conservati smeven extrem smwhich is harmng our nulti-racial society.

PAS, not only condoned the raid it al so encouraged the actions in the nane
of its politicised |Islam This can be the begi nning of religious tyranny:
What is next? Is this the forerunner of PAS - Wahabinism- the literal
belief inlIslamand an I sl am c nati on based on syari ah | aw excl usi vel y?
Must | be subjected to only orthodox views?

Islamis about progress; it was and is the catal yst to achieve
i ndependence fromcolonial rule and to preserve it fromneo-col onialism
and exploitative globalisation. Fromthe time of Prophet Muhanmrad, soci al
reformvia the enunci ati on of noral principles of | egal enactnents fornmnmed
part of the central core of Islam The reformactivity of |slamwas
concentrated on the social institutions of famly and sl avery.

This was, | need to enphasi ze, one of the early reformactivities of the
Messenger. This shoul d al ways be the spirit and el an of Islamc
| egislation for a modern Muslimsociety inannulti-racial and nulti-
religious situation we inherited.

Are these people better Muslins than the rest of us? O course, not. |
think I ama devout Muslimwho avoids evil as nmuch as | can resist it, and
tries to do good whenever | can. | amnot infallible. I amagainst any
i ndi scrim nate use or abuse of power by overzeal ous of ficers or by anyone.
Al t hough the extrem st Islamists will accuse all who do not agree with
them being anti-Islam no Muslimperson for sure is against his religion.

Unl ess, the governnment does sonething quickly it is not going to be good
for a harnoni ous soci al environment and nation buil ding. Wat N k Azi z
suggested i s exactly what the British colonialists didto us of which we
are still sufferingtothis day - "divide and rule" or separate the nation
into groups pitting one agai nst the other. The DAP, PAS' ally, has
condemmed the arrest. But it does not knowthe worst is yet to cone if PAS
captures the central governnent.

PAS not only wants the |ikes of Damansara Utama raids to continue but it
al so desires to i ntroduce Hudud Law.

The future is not bright for Malays if they are seriously taken in by



the formof Islamrather than its substance. W mnmust take a further | eap
and enunci ate the principle of areinterpretation of Islamin the Iight of
t he advancenent of science and technol ogy. The renowned and great |slamc
authority - Ibn Arabi - said that observation and reasoni ng were the
foundation for acquiring know edge. What are the Ml ays doi ng?

The Malays, in the main, are finding faults with everyone except
t henmsel ves and wallowing in self-pity. Yusof Al-Qardawi, for instance, has
sai d that Hudud Law was not priority in the Msuli magenda. Getting the
Muslinms to be economically and politically powerful is.

Be tol erant, understanding and acquire all the skills to be better
Musl i ms. Enhanci ng | sl amand understand it and not PAS political Islam
is the real jihad.

( END)
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