01/ 09/ 2000
| SNA nmust take a | ook at past history

Mazl an Nor di n

SOVETIME in the mddle of this year two representatives fromthe Islamc
Soci ety of North Anerica (I SNA) cane to Kual a Lunpur and sought an
appointnment with Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad. Their
purpose: to extend an invitation to address its convention in Rosenont,
Il1linois on Sept 1.

No appoi nt nent had been nmade and it was through the good offices of one
of the Prine Mnister's aides that they nanaged to neet him

The neeting which |asted nore than hal f-an-hour was cordial and they
extended the invitation which Dr Mahathir courteously accepted.

It is not everyday that one accepts an invitation to speak all the way
in the US. Suddenly in late August the invitation was w thdrawn t hrough a
| etter addressed to the Mal aysi an Anbassador in Washi ngton, Datuk Ghazzal
Shei kh Abdul Khal i d.

The letter bore the signatures of Dr Muzammi| H. Siddiqgi and Dr Sayyid
M Syeed, President and Secretary General of |ISNA There was no such
letter to Dr Mahathir who was at the tinme in London attending a
conference, a follow up to another in Maputo, Mzanbi que a few days
earlier.

According to foreign news reports, |SNA had cancelled the invitation
because "dozens and dozens" of its menbers were said to be unhappy over
the recent Mal aysian court verdict on fornmer Deputy Prine M nister Datuk
Seri Anwar |brahim

Responding to the questions fromjournalists Dr Mahathir replied: "It is
their right toinvite and to withdraw the invitation. It clearly showed
that they (I SNA) just listen to one side of the story and refuse to get
the truth fromthe other side".

The contents of I1SNA's |etter to the Ml aysi an Anbassador have since
appeared on a website. Some excerpts: "Your Excellency, we are confident
that you are fully aware of the role of the Islamc Society of North
America (1 SNA) as a representative of Muslim Areri cans and Canadi ans from
all wal ks of life.

"I SNA serves as a national unbrella organisation, enbracing withinits
folds community as well as professional organisations.

"I SNA has a m ssion of not only serving Muslins in North Anerica, but
also it helping Muslins to share their intellectual resources, and do the
net wor ki ng anong Muslins worl dw de.

"Al hanmdul i | I ah, | SNA was anmong the first to recogni se the trenendous
potential of Ml aysia, and of the | eadership of the Prime Mnister
Honour abl e Dr Mahat hi r Mohaned.

"It was in this spirit that |SNA publications not only continuously
reported his speeches and statenents, but al so focused on progress in
Mal aysi a.

"I ndeed, our coverage of Ml aysia has created admration for its
| eadership anong Muslins in North Anerica. This was reflected in our
invitation to the Honourable Prinme Mnister to address the | SNA Trade and
Busi ness Forum We are thankful to the Prine M nister for accepting our
invitation."

Mentioned threafter was the fl ood of angry nmessages said to have been
received by | SNA after the court verdict.

Surely astonishing in the circunstances was its call for the court
judgnent to be "reviewed by conpetent and religious authorities".



The letter continues: "Your Excellency, allowne to say that unless the
Prime Mnister's office intervenes and announces an i rmedi ate change in
the case, we regret that it will be very difficult to have hi munder the
ci rcunst ances”.

Question: Does ISNAwith its intellectual resources and worl dw de
net wor ki ng not know about the division of authority between the executive,
| egislative and judiciary?

Question: Does | SNA not know that no head of state or governnment can
intervene in a judicial process?

Question: Wuld | SNA make such a request if and when an American or
Canadi an court passes judgnent on a Muslin®

As things are an appeal has been |odged in the Anwar verdict for hearing
by the court of appeal.

Question: After the bonbing of the federal building in Oklahoma Gty on
April 19, 1995 which killed 168 people sections in the Wstern nedi a
bl aned MuslimArabs. In the end it was discovered that Anerican
rightwingers were the real culprit. Did | SNA register its protest?

In the year follow ng the bonbing nore than 300 incidents of anti-Mislim
hate crimes were recorded in the US.

Question: Sone Hol |l ywood filns depict Miuslins as "terrorists" and Arab
men in their robe forever chasing blondes. Has I SNA registered its
di spl easure?

In the context of things a | ook at past history is necessary as when
Harri et Beecher Stowe's classic story about slavery in Arerica was
published in 1852. Uncle Tomthe slave was descri bed as one obedi ent,
dutiful and pious. In spite of his goodness he was beaten to death by the
drunken sl ave owner Sinon Legree.

Bei ng naned Uncl e Tom neant being a thrall to "adjustnent and
subm ssion". There were other Uncle Tons in the | ater stages of Anerican
hi story.

To | SNA we say: don't expect our |leader to be an Uncle Tom

( END)
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