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IT principles to be part of Eighth Plan

Shansul Akmar; Raynore Mering

KUCHI NG Mon. - The Governnent will incorporate several information
technol ogy-rel ated principles in the Eighth Mal aysian Plan to ensure the
absence of a glaring digital divide within Ml aysi a.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhamad said the principles would
enphasi se the need for I T education, the use of IT and e-governnent in the
admi ni stration.

"W were also briefed on the need for e-conmmerce by small and nmedi um
busi nesses,"” he told reporters after chairing the 10th National |IT Counci
(NITQ).

He said it was too late to incorporate the principles into the Seventh
Mal aysi an Pl an.

"W need to draw up these principles so that the digital divide within
our country and between us and other countries will not be too glaring,"
he added.

According to an Associated Press report, the digital divide issue is
expected to be addressed when | eaders of the Group of Eight (G) neet in
ki nawa, Japan, this week.

B | eaders are expected to address mounting concerns that devel opi ng
countries lacking the resources to benefit economcally fromthe
i nformati on and comruni cati ons technol ogy will be further marginalised by
t he networki ng revol ution.

At the Press conference, Dr Mahathir al so expressed hopes that the
private sector would lead the initiative on e-conmerce.

"Bi g corporations may have the ability to pronote their products and
servi ces through the Internet or e-comerce

"However, for small and nedi um conpani es, this expertise may be limted
or non-existent. Apart fromthat, they may not have the capital to enbark
onit," he said.

The Prime M nister suggested that the SMCs introduce their products and
servi ces through a single portal.

"Those who manage this portal will then channel all the information
necessary for e-comerce on the website.

"Anyone interested in purchasing the products or seeking the services
woul d then be able to do so based on the data nade avail abl e through the
portal,” he added.

Dr Mahathir said the Governnent was aware that nunerous comnpani es woul d
set up their own portals which may result in their not being serviced
wel | .

"The Governnent will also not be able to regulate and licence all of
them W are also worried that if we try to place restrictions, these
conpanies will then conduct their dealings fromabroad.

"W hope these conpanies will practice good business culture and ethics
so that we will not get a bad reputation. The reputation of our conpanies
will erode if they are badly managed," Dr Mahathir said.

The neeting, anong others, also discussed the need for a comuodity
exchange.

"Nowadays, the place of the exchange is not inportant. Anyone can set up
an exchange anywhere because the Internet is accessible fromeverywhere.

"There is a possibility that a non-produci ng nati on becones the trading
centre for the commodity,” Dr Mahathir said

I f that happened, conmodity-producing countries would suffer |osses, he



added.

"We are of the opinion that we have to be cauti ous on how to handl e
these possibilities."

To overcome this, Dr Mahathir said it was inportant that Ml aysia set up
its commdity exchange as soon as possi bl e.

"On whet her our exchange or that of others is going to be used, it
depends on the services rendered.

"It is a matter of what we have and how fast we nanage things. Today, we
cannot avoi d conpeting," he added.

Dr Mahathir al so conmended Sarawak for taking the initiative in IT.
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