25/ 08/ 2000
It's ISNA's right to withdraw invite: PM

Ahirudin Attan; Saiful Azhar Abdullah in London

LONDON, Thurs: Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mohamad said he did not fee
"snubbed” by the decision of the Islam c Society of North America (| SNA)
towithdrawits invitation for himto address its convention i n Rosenont,
I1linois, next week.

Saying that "it is their right to withdraw the invitation,"” the Prine
M nister told Mal aysian journalists today that "it is fine by ne".

"But | feel sorry for them.. they only listen to one side."

According to a foreign news report, ISNAwithdrewits invitation because
"dozens and dozens" of its nmenbers were unhappy with Dr Mahathir's
treatment of jailed ex-deputy prine mnister, Datuk Seri Anwar | brahim

| SNA secretary general Sayyid M Syeed was reported on Monday to have
said that protests night be staged if the Prine Mnister appeared at the
gathering to be held on Septenber 1-4.

The society is a supporter of Anwar, said Dr Mahathir, and that was why
they decided to withdraw the invitation.

"It is their right to invite and they have been inviting nme for nany

years... now they want to withdraw, it is their right.
"They have becone a supporter of Anwar and that's why they withdraw t he
invitation... that is not a prob with us," said Dr Mahathir.

"I't clearly shows that they (1 SNA) just listen to one side of the story
and they refuse to get the truth for the other side.

"It is the same "disease' that we are facing (back honme), sone people
are only interested in listening to one side and refuse to listen to
ot hers," he said.

Asked whet her he thought that the decision to withdraw the invitation
was a "formof politicking by the society" and an attenpt to enbarrass
him Dr Mhathir said:

"I don't know and | don't care whether there's politicking or not...
they withdraw the invitation, that's fine by ne.

"I don't have to go for that but 1'Il go for other things... | have
ot her engagenents and the trip (to the US) is on," he added.
Dr Mahathir will |eave for the US end of this nonth to receive an

achi evenent award from Aneri can-based |Islam ¢ financial organisation
Lariba in recognition of his "leading role nodel in charting new courses
i n econom c devel opnment, nonetary policy, and nulti-cultural and nulti-
et hni ¢ coexi stence and al so putting in practice the pioneering spirit of
doi ng the unusual during the 1998 Asian econom ¢ and nonetary neltdown".

The Prime Mnister is also scheduled to attend a US- Asean Busi ness
Counci| meeting and visit the research and devel opnent facility of a mgjor
American investor in Ml aysia.

Dr Mahathir said that he did feel "any snub" because "maybe | have thick
skin".

However the Prine Mnister felt "pity" for the society because it was
not able to distinguish the truth from propaganda.

On the fear that his presence at the convention mght trigger a

denonstration, Dr Mahathir said: "It is also their right in their country
to denpnstrate... | can't stop thent.

On the possibility of involvenent of governnments in the society's
decision, he said: "I don't see any".

( END)
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