21/ 12/ 2000

IT training for 8 000 at gathering on Feb 17

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - The Human Resources M nistry will hold a manmot h
gathering at the Bukit Jalil sports conmplex on Feb 17 next year, to train
an estimated 8,000 workers in Information Technol ogy.

The gat hering, schedul e to be | aunched by Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanad, is ai med at enhancing I T skills and conpet ency anong
Mal aysi an workers and isinlinewth the Governnent's efforts to produce
sufficient know edge-workers.

Human Resources M ni ster Datuk Dr Fong Chan Onn said about 1, 000
personal conputers woul d be provi ded by conput er suppliers and training
centres to train the workers to be | T-savvy.

"Each worker will undergo I T training for about an hour. W wish to
prove to themthat | T competency can actually increase their
productivity."

Speaking to reporters after a post-Cabi net neeting, Fong sai d:

"The proposed gathering is part of the Mnistry's strategy to
incorporate the usage of ITin all work processes with the intention of
i ncreasi ng productivity."

He added the M nistry's Skills Devel opment Fund to be | aunched on Jan 2
next year, had al so allocated RML45 nillion for the year-long training
pr ogr amme.
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