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It was nore than just nmere talk

ar Abdul | ah; Marina Emmanuel and Zurai mi Abdul I ah
I T has undoubtedly, after five years of its existence, energed as one of
the nost vital assenblies for | eaders of energi ng economi es.

The curtain was brought down on the d obal 2000-Langkaw Internationa
Di al ogue, the 10th di al ogue on snart partnershi p novenent, in Langkawi on
Tuesday.

It took the host, patron and advi ser Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad | ess
than 30 mnutes at the end of the dialogue to sumup to the Press what
transpired t hroughout nearly 30 hours of networking and i ntense di al ogue
behi nd the cl osed doors of the Matsirat ballroomat Berjaya Langkawi Beach
& Spa Resort.

The out cone was i mreasur abl e and woul d certainly have an inpact on the
nore than half a billion popul ation of 19 participating countries.

Sone senior officials were taken aback by the comments of a nmenber of
Zi nhabwe' s Nati onal Consultative Econonic Forum Dr Ruth Labode, on the
si delines of the dial ogue.

They felt that sonme European nations, feeling threatened by the possible
econom c i mpact resulting fromthe di al ogue, were worried that Mal aysi a
was beconming |i ke a "godfather" to African countries.

Per haps these officials were concerned that such a statenent could stea
the linmelight fromthe dial ogue

But inreality, the dialogue has proven that it is not a place for
| eaders of the South to exchange pl easantries |i ke sone internationa
conf erences.

It is nmore than just a dialogue, it is about strategising.

They di scussed howto handl e t he adverse ef fects of gl obalisation and
prevent devel oped econom es fromdomi nating t he gl obal econony, and nost
i nportantly, fighting the margi nalisation of enmergi ng economi es.

The |l eaders made it clear that it was far fromtheir mnds to distance
t hemsel ves fromdevel oped nati ons.

The expl anati on of Dr Mahathir and President of Mbzanbi que Joaqi m
Al bert o Chi ssano shoul d ease the worries of devel oped countri es.

Dr Mahathir stressed that Ml aysia did not have a "system of godfather”
whi | e Chi ssano stated that the Western countries shoul d have nothing to
worry because the LI D and Southern Africa International D al ogue were "not
agai nst anybody".

Probably what worries the devel oped countries was the determ nation of
t he energi ng economies to fight the globalised world.

Smart partnership aside, gl obalisation was one of the core issues
di scussed over the round tabl es.

Dr Mahat hir spoke on gl obalisation and its inplications during the
openi ng day of the dial ogue on Sunday.

At the end of the day, the participants, particularly fromthe African
nations, were nore or | ess convinced of the effects of "gl obalisation"

They al so acknow edged t he need to have "ammunition to prepare for the
battle".

Hence, the proposals to set up a special teamto keep tabs on the
gl obal i sation process

The suggestion list is grow ng.

The participants al so agreed that they need to i ncrease the | evel of
preparedness to minimse risks and take advantage of the opportunities
ari sing.



Countries shoul d use all sources of information to educate and create
awar eness of gl obalisation andits inplications, while information
managenent shoul d be a central feature of any Governnent programme.

It was al so suggested that enmergi ng econom es shoul d convi nce gl obal
econom ¢ powers to re-l1ook the gl obalisation aspect.

Al'though it is probably inpossible toturn the tide of globalisation, it
is still possible to influence the superpowers to re-evaluate specific
aspects of globalisation that have undesirable effects on energing
econonmi es.

"There are many ways to skin this cat (to take the approach of educating
the worl d)," Danaharta's Azman said, citing an exanple of Mal aysia's
efforts to denonstrate the dangers of unchecked free fl ows of specul ative
short-termcapital.

The way the western nedia is potraying the enmergi ng econom es i s a cause
for concern.

And this is the reason why t he heads of State and Governnent of snart
partnership nenbers agreed to set up an alternati ve news source to provide
accurate, bal anced and obj ective reports of | ocal events and devel opnents
froma | ocal perspective.

They wanted distortion and |lies presented by exi sti ng news agenci es on
devel opi ng nations to be countered.

The alternative news source, as explained by Dr Mahat hir, was never
ai ned at conpeting with the existing sources and channel s.

Its existence is nerely to bal ance the news originating from ot her
servi ces.

The recognition fromsmart partners that social issues such as the
eradi cation of killer diseases |ike H V/AIDS and nmal ari a nmust figure on
agendas of future di al ogues, al so speaks vol unes of how LI D has evol ved.

The i npact of these ailnents in crippling enmerging econoni es, especially
t hose which need to play catch-up with chal |l enges of the New Econony, is
one whi ch can no | onger be swept under the carpet.

By forging smart |inkages and identifying strategies in fighting these
scourges, Southern African nations can rest in the know edge that the
affirmative action takeninthe newm |l ennium either through di scovering
an H V/ Al DS anti dote through traditional nedicines or maki ng a
br eakt hrough i n finding a safer pesticide alternative for DDT to fight
mal aria, will yield benefits of great inpact.

These actions would not only be instrunental in saving nmillions of
lives, but nore inportantly, the lives of future generations which now
ri sk being wi ped out conpletely before the turn of the next decade.

Credit nust also go to the First Ladies of Snmart Partner countries for
their diligence in working behind the scenes and their ability to nake an
i mpact in taking these social issues to the highest plane of the
di al ogues.

These spouses of the | eaders have definitely come a | ong way since the
1995 LID when their role in the dial ogues was nerely limted to field
tours, shoppi ng excursions and indulging insnall talk over afternoon
t eas.

The first | eg of the @ obal 2000 at Maputo i n Mbzanbi que this year saw
these | adi es get down to dealing with issues |ike killer diseases, hunger
and poverty eradication which today have found their place in the
bl ueprint for success of the smart partnership nodel.

The incl usion of youths as new smart partners in future dialogues is
anot her far-sighted and cormendabl e deci si on.

As voi ces of the future and stakehol ders in the New Econony and its
rel ated chall enges, it is only befitting that the young are enpowered to
participate in certain policy-naking processes of governnents.



These young m nds whose opi nions are usually not sought or taken
lightly, arein actual fact mini "factories" of innovation and wi sdomwho
deserve to be invested in.

The nunbers of these youths are far too big to ignore (N geria boasts a
popul ati on of under-15 yout hs exceeding 40 nmillion).

Failure by today's | eaders to i nvol ve their successors when pl anni ng for
tomorrow, will be an injustice to future generations.

Smart Partnership, as quite eloquently phrased by di al ogue partners, is
al | about people.

So who, if not the people of the future, are nost deserving of saying
their piece on the kind of world they wish to live in.

( END)
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