09 SEP 2000
MAHATHI R- TENAGA
I TS TAJUDDI N S PEROCGATI VE TO DECLI NE TNB OFFER, SAYS DR MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, 9 Sept (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad today said that it is the perogative of former Tenaga Nasi onal Bhd
executive chairman, Tan Sri Dr Ahmad Tajuddin Ali to turn down the post of
chi ef executive officer and that of president of the utility conpany.

"Maybe, he wants to assune other work, that's his right,"” he said at a
press conference after opening the headquarters buil ding of KUB.com

Asked on the possibility if Ahmad Taj uddin declined the offer to take
up the post of chief executive officer and president as he was "in a
limbo", Dr Mahathir said,"l do not know. | think there nmust have been a
m scomuni cation. | was away then in Anerica."

On how he rated Ahnmad Tajuddin's performance whil e he was at the hel m
of TNB, Dr Mahathir said he had done a good job at the power conpany.

On the appointnent of Datuk Dr Jaral udin Jarjis as Tenaga Nasional's
new chai rman, he said the new chai rman shoul d not be | ooked upon nerely as
a politician but also as a person w th busi ness background.

"He under st ands busi ness al t hough he is no |onger involved in
busi ness," he said. Jamal udin was the forner executive vice-president of
EPE Power .

Asked about a replacenent for the post of chief executive officer and
president, Dr Mahathir said,"If there is no replacenent, then we will have
to scout for a candidate."

However, the governnment has yet to identify a suitable candidate for
the posts nor has it fixed a tinefranme for the posts to be filled as there
was al ready soneone standing in.

Dat uk Fuad Jaafar, formerly executive director and senior
vi ce-president (energy supply) of Tenaga, was appoi nted yesterday as acting
presi dent and chief executive officer by Tenaga Nasional's board of
directors. -- BERNAMA
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