19/ 12/ 2000
It's about time we | ook beyond the horizon

S. Sel vam
THE Head Asi a Cup tournanent proved that the tine has cone for Malaysiato
| ook beyond Asia if they want to be a squash power.

That Mal aysia took the title was expected but what was totally
unexpect ed was t he way t hey brushed asi de t he opposi tion, Pakistan
i ncl uded.

And to do it with an understrength squad was all the nore remarkabl e.

In the absence of Asian wonen's chanpi on Nicol David, Mal aysia fiel ded
Sharon Wee and Tricia Chuah with Ong Beng Hee, Kenneth Low and Wan Azl an
| skandar to shoul der the burden of winning the inaugural title.

And del iver they didin a conprehensive way. Wth the exception of the
sem final and final, Malaysia thrashed all their opponents by 3-0 nargins.

It was only in the ties agai nst Hong Kong (semifinal) and Paki stan
(final) that the Mal aysi ans faltered, when they | ost the wonen's singles
and second nen's singles respectively.

But kudos to the Sguash Rackets Associ ation of Ml aysia for the
pai nst aki ng efforts poured into the devel opnent of the players which has
made them Asi a' s best today.

The tournanent, a ni xed teamevent, was the brainchild of Asian Squash
Federati on presi dent Mokhzani Mahathir, and to say that it was well
recei ved by the fans woul d be an under st at enent .

An estimated 400 fans packed the NSC Squash Centre in Jal an Duta on
Sunday and the fact they stayed to witness the prize presentationis
testi nmony of the huge popularity of the sport in Klang Vall ey.

However, the disparity in the standard of the conpeting teans put a
slight danper on the quality of the tournanent.

Most, especially the | ower ranked teans, were obviously struggling to
cope with the top three, Ml aysi a, Pakistan and Hong Kong.

The m xed teamchanpionship is for the top eight teans in Asia only and
the ASF, for the time being, have no plans to expand t he conpetiti on.

Maybe t he organi sers of the event can study the feasibility of having a
two- tier tournament, Divisions 1 and 2, with four or five teans in each
group.

A | eague systemcan be i npl enented as the format of conpetition as this
may be a better indication of the strength of the teans.

SRAM coul d al so | ook into the possibility of staging the tournanment at a
better venue.

It was obvi ous the organi sers were taken aback by the overwhel mi ng fan
turnout for the final and the 250-seating capacity at the Jalan Duta court
were bursting to the brimw th enthusiastic fans.

Even journalists were not spared and sonme had to cover the event based
on the score that was announced as they could hardly see the match.

Al 't hough the organi sers all ocated seats for nmenbers of the Press, |ack
of enforcement saw many of the fans blatantly stripping the markers of f
the seats in their enthusiasmto get a better view of the match.

The RMR5, 000 prize noney nmay seempaltry to sone but since it is an
i naugural event, things can only get better.

Wth Ml pha I nternational guaranteei ng sponsorship for the next two
years, the tournanment certainly has a bright future.
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