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Its own home at |ast for Kuching' s 90-year-old Chi nese chanber

KUCHI NG Mon. - Ever since its formation sone 90 years ago, the
i nfluential Kuching Chinese General Chanber of Commerce and | ndustry never
really had a place they could call hone.

But that changed early this year when they noved i nto Wsnma Chi nese
Chanber, an eight-storey building which they started building in 1995.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad is schedul ed to open this
RMLO million building on Sunday.

Located right beside the proposed RV65 mllion Gateway Kuchi ng, which
woul d be the city's tallest building when conpleted, and only a stone's
throw away from Kuching H lton, Wsna Chi nese Chanber boasts traditiona
Chi nese architecture.

It was due for completion in 1997 but del ayed because of the econonic
downturn. Conpleted in March | ast year, its occupants started nmoving in
early this year after having renovati on works done.

Kuchi ng Chi nese Chanber sold four of the eight storeys to the Associ ated
Chi nese Chanbers of Commerce and I ndustry, another two to two private
firns, and kept the remaining two for itself.

Thi s means that W sma Chi nese Chanber houses two Chi nese chanbers.

Formed when Sarawak was still under the rule of the Wite Rajahs, the
Kuchi ng Chi nese Chanber was housed in a one-storey squarish-1 ooking
building lying just opposite the fanmbus Tua Pek Kong tenple at Min
Bazaar .

The Kuchi ng Chi nese Chanber has a nenbership of about 1,000 conpanies
(menbership i s by conpani es, not individuals).

Its State-level counterpart, the Associ ated Chi nese Chanbers, is the
unbrel l a body for 22 Chinese chanbers in the State.
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