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Japan nust be the engi ne and voi ce of Asia

Har dev Kaur

ITIS wel comi ng news that Japan's newPrinme Mnister Yoshiro Mori will not
change the Asia-friendly policy of his predecessor and continue to accord
i mportance to the region. Indeed he said: "I amdeterm ned to do nmy utnost
for Asia's stability and prosperity in the 21st Century."

The rol e of Japan, the second | argest econony in the world, in Asiais
i mportant. Even though it has been chided for not taking a nore forcefu
role cormensurate with its econom ¢ power, Japan continues to be | ooked
upon as a leader intheregion. It is after all the only Asian nmenber of
the elite club of devel oped nations - the Goup of Seven (G 7).

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad has on nunerous occasi ons
urged Japan to assert itself. The region needs Japan's ideas and
| eadershi p nowjust as the region and the world benefited fromits earlier
strategi es and technol ogi cal advances.

Thus all eyes and ears are on Japan as it plays host to the sunmt of
devel oped nations i n Oki nawa next nmonth. Asia hopes Japan will voice the
regi on's concerns and act to safeguardits interests. The neeting of the
Goup of Eight (G8), the first to be held in Asia in seven years, wll,
according to Mori, take "stock of the 20th Century and | ook ahead to the
21st Century".

There is much in Asia that needs to be considered. The recent crisis has
shown up t he weaknesses of the international financial architecture and
the inability of the existing institutions to deal with the destabilising
currency flows and t he destructive hedge funds and specul at ors.

Then agai n, the actions and deci si ons of a small nunber of devel oped
countries affect the many devel opi ng countries which do not even have a
say at these neetings. In addition, their concerns are not heard. It is
hoped t hat Japan will be nore than just the "voice of Asia" in ki nana
fromJuly 21 to 23.

Promising to focus on "regional cooperation in Asia", Mri said he wants
the Okinawa Summit "to deliver a positive message which would fill the
peopl e around the world wi th hope that the 21st Century will be an age of
greater prosperity, deeper peace of m nd, and greater world stability for
all, and that it will be a bright century for Asia as well".

Even as there are clear trends towards regional integration in the
Aneri cas and Europe, Asia too needs to "nourish new nmonentumfor regional
cooperation”. The nove for the region to cooperate with the setting up of
an Asian Monetary Fund (AMF) was vehenently criticised and its fornation
knocked down by t he I nternational Monetary Fund (1 MF) and Washi ngton

Afacility such as the AMF is urgently needed in the regi on as has been
dermonstrated by the recent crisis and the handling of it by the
nmul tilateral | endinginstitutions which nade the situation even worse than
it should have been.

It is hoped that Japan will articulate this during the Cki nawa Sunmmi t
and explain to ot her devel oped | eaders that Asia has no intention of
under m ni ng any organi sation, institution or country. The regionis
merely, and rightly so, concerned with the welfare of its own regi on and
peopl e. A stable and prosperous Asia will benefit not only the regi on but
al so the worl d.

Japan's role in the regionis vital. It nust take the | ead instead of
hol di ng itsel f back and apol ogi si ng for what happened nore than 50 years
ago. Everyone nakes mi stakes but one nmust not be hel d hostage by past



m st akes. The West does not apol ogise for its m stakes and w ong policies.
It is time Asians stood up and demanded for their rightful place on the
wor |l d stage.

Thus, it is heartening to hear Mori say that he woul d |i ke to see Japan
play the "fly half of Asia" role. Mori used to play the "fly half" in his
rugby team The job of the "fly half", he explained, is to bring out the
best of the varied mx of talent in the teamto win the gane.

Simlarly, in Asia, where diversity is its biggest asset, Japan needs to
bring out the best of the wi sdomand creative mnd of each Asian country
toyieldbrilliant achi evenents on the gl obal stage.

Japan nust act besi des being the voice of Asia. Japan is a |l eader in
nmore ways than it cares to acknow edge. Its technol ogi cal advancenents and
economi ¢ devel opnent have been recogni sed the world over. It nust be the
Asi an engine and pull the other countries inthe regionalongwthit.

Mori told a N kkei conference on the "Future of Asia" that regiona
econom c disparity is a potential obstacle to closer regi onal cooperation
and a problemthat is becom ng increasingly serious as gl obalisation
progr esses.

The wi deni ng economi ¢ disparity in Asia needs to be addressed. Dr
Mahat hir has often stressed the need to "prosper thy nei ghbour".
Prosperity brings along with it stability just as poverty gives rise to
nuner ous ot her probl ens. Devel oped countries nmust bear this in nind and
not i npoverish devel opi ng countries further with their self- centred
policies without due regard to the i npact of these on the rest of the
worl d, and especially the poor.

Japan, onits part, is committed to reinforcing cooperation in human
resources devel opment and exchange, trade and i nvestnent, financia
cooperation for currency stabilisation, and information and
t el econmmuni cati ons.

Mori outlined a "package of conprehensi ve assi stance nmeasures conpri si ng
four pillars:

* Intellectual assistance for policy formulation and institution
bui | di ng whi |l e pronoti ng awar eness that i nformati on technol ogy (1T) hol ds
opportunities for devel opi ng and devel oped countri es.

* Assi stance for human resources devel opnent, focusing on training and
educati on.

* Assi stance for buildinginfrastructure and networks for information
and t el econmuni cati ons.

* Promotion of utilisation of IT through devel opnent aid. The next
step is to inplenent these neasures.
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