11/ 06/ 2000
Japan to continue friendly policies

Har dev Kaur in Tokyo

JAPAN s new Prime M nister Yoshiro Muri has given an assurance that he
will continue with the "hel pful and friendly" policies of his predecessor
towar ds Asean

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mohanad said Mori al so stated he
woul d continue the late Keizo Qouchi's policies that were friendly and
hel pful towards Ml aysi a.

Dr Mahathir was speaking to the Press after visiting the Toyota Hi gash
Fuji Research and Devel opment Centre, 180.2km west of Tokyo. He test drove
three new cars.

He al so rode the Intelligent Milti-nmode Transit System a new nedi um
di stance, nedium vol ume node of transportation that conbines the strength
of railway and road systens by using trains |like buses that run
automatically on dedi cated thoroughfares and nmanual |y on regul ar roads.

The assurance was given during a neeting the Japanese Prine M nister had
with visiting Asean | eaders in Tokyo on Friday. The Asean | eaders together
with other world | eaders were in the Japanese capital to attend the
funeral service for Cbuchi who died on May 14.

Accordi ng to Japanese nedia reports, Mri said that his Governnent
pl anned to set up a US$2.5 nmillion (RW.5 mllion) fund next nonth to
pronote co-operation and reduce econom c disparities within the group

In addition, Mri reaffirmed an earlier unveiled plan to | aunch a
conpr ehensi ve ai d package ai ned at hel pi ng nati ons keep peace and advance
i nformation technol ogy.

Mori will also "voice" Asean's concerns and those of other devel opi ng
countries at the nmeeting of the | eaders of the world' s npbst devel oped
countries, Goup of Eight (G 8).

The G 8 - conprising the US, the UK, France, Italy, Canada, Japan,
Germany and Russia - will nmeet in kinawa fromJuly 21 to 23.

The Goup of 77 (G 77) Sunmit in Havana had aut horised Chief Arthur C I.
Moanefo of Nigeria as chairman of G 77, to present the views to the G 8.

Dr Mahathir said that since the decisions of the devel oped nations could
af fect devel oping countries "they nmust at |east give us a chance to give
our views". Devel oping countries do not intend to sit at the same table
(with the devel oped nations) but intend to give their views.

Si nce the devel oped nations will deliberate on gl obal issues, such as
gl obalisation, financial flows, refornms of the financial architecture,
poverty reduction, Third Wrld debt and currency exchange rates, it is
important that they obtain the views of G77.

G 77's deci sions have a far-reaching i npact on devel opi ng countries even
t hough they (devel opi ng countries) are not involved in the discussions nor
are their views and concerns taken into account.

The Pl aza Accord, for exanple, which decided on the exchange rate of the
yen agai nst the US dollar, had an adverse inpact on the economni es of
devel opi ng countri es.

Asked why he was not keen on the "Asian Century", Dr Mahathir replied
this was because he did not believe init.

"W should all be sharing things throughout the world rather than
setting up blocs such as Nafta, the European Uni on and anot her grouping
here. Wiy can't we share? There is enough wealth in the world for
everybody and there is no need for anybody to take everything for
hi nsel f," he added.



On the co-operation in East Asia, Dr Mahathir said while the idea of the
East Asia Econom ¢ Causus (EAEC) had been pushed for a long tine, there
were now signs that it was bei ng accept ed.

He poi nted out that Southeast Asia and Northeast Asia were com ng
together to co-operate "not agai nst anybody, but for the good of the whole
wor | d".

Asked on the softening stand on the Asian Monetary Fund (AMF), Dr
Mahat hir said he wel coned it although there were sonme conditions attached
toit which inplied that "we nust not do anything to underm ne the | M.

He said there should not be such conditions "as we are wi se enough to do
things that will not do danage to other people".
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