03/ 03/ 2000
Japanese conpani es renew pl edge to i nvest in Mal aysi a

Kamar ul Yunus

JAPANESE busi nessnen renewed t heir pl edge yesterday to i nvest in Mal aysi a
and ot her menbers of the Associati on of South-East Asia Nations (Asean)
with special attention given to research and devel opnent and hunman

resour ces

Thi s was conveyed by the business comunity of Kansai through its
economni ¢ federation, Kankeiran, whichis a private non-profit organisation
conpri si ng about 850 nmj or corporations.

"Japanese busi nessmen and their counterparts i n Asean nust work toget her
to face the chal | enges brought about by gl obalisation and the i nformati on
technology (I T) revolution,"” saidits chai rnman, M Yoshi hi sa Aki yama.

He was speaking to reporters at the close of a one-day Kankeiran Asean
Managenent seminar in Kual a Lunpur

Al ready, Matsushita El ectric Industrial Co Ltd has conmitted to i nvest
about RM600 million this year to manufacture flat tel evision and pursue
research and devel opnent activities in Ml aysia.

Its executive vice president, M Masayuki Matsushita, said the anpbunt is
RM200 million nore than what the conpany normally i nvests each year

"W achi eved a turnover of RMB billion fromsal es of our products in the
country last year... we enploy about 30, 000 Mal aysi ans.

"What we are doing is reflective of the Kansai busi ness comunity's
position... we will continue to shift our operations to an increasingly
hi gher technol ogy, " he sai d.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad, who opened the synposium
inthe norning, had urged Japan to open up its markets to Asean and
Mal aysi an conpani es, particularly inthe know edge-based areas, and assi st
in the devel opnent of the region's small- and nmedi um scal e i ndustri es.

In welcomng the Prinme Mnister's call for expansion in trade and
i nvest ment, Akiyama sai d continued col |l aboration between Japan and Asean
countries is crucial to the region's econonic recovery and sust ai ned
devel opnent .

"I'n the past 20 years, we have had nutually beneficial economc
relations. We hope this will continue and al so enhanced.

"Previously, our conpani es woul d set up plants abroad to produce
(finished) products. W may now establish facilities in several Asean
countries to produce conponents which are then assenbled in one place for
t he gl obal market," he said.

For exanple, many small- and medi um scal e enterprises (SMES) in Osaka
are produci ng measuring equi pmrent, the 30 or so conponents for which could
be made in Asean countries and then shi pped back to Japan, Akiyanma said.

On the call by Dr Mahathir to participate in the devel opnent of the
Mul ti nmedi a Super Corridor (MSC), Akiyama said he will discuss the proposal
with nenbers of the Gsaka Chamber of Conmerce and | ndustry.

Kankei ran nenbers are nostly bi g conpani es whil e the Gsaka Chanber
represents the SMEs, including those which specialisein|T and
mul ti nedi a.
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