11/ 01/ 2000
Johor, Mal acca accept “no contest' advice

Ham dah Atan; Chong Chee Seong
KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - Johor and Mal acca State Umo have deci ded to nom nate
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad and Dat uk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi for
the posts of party president and deputy president respectively.

In Miuar, State Umo |iaison chief and Menteri Besar Datuk Abdul Ghan
O hrman reiterated Johor Umo's pl edge of support for the suprene council's
“no-contest' advice on the top two posts.

CGhani described the State Umo deci sion as bei ng unani nous and ai ned at
pronoting party unity.

"Notwi t hstandi ng this decision, the State Umo will not restrict any
di vision or branch fromnonm nating anyone for the top posts within the
suprene council," he told reporters at the Hari Raya open house at his
resi dence in Sungai Mati today.

Gnani advi sed nmenbers to eval uate potential candidates carefully before
nom nati ng t hem

To date, Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Hami d Al bar and t he Domestic
Trade and Consuner Affairs Mnister Tan Sri Mihyiddin Yassin, both from

Johor, have expressed their willingness to contest the vice-president
posts.
CGhani said all |,500 Johor Umo branches had been directed to hold their

annual neetings over the six weeks fromJan |6, to be foll owed by
di vi sional neetings in March.

He said Johor Umo woul d organi se an assenbly in early May, to which
some 5,000 grassroots party | eaders would be invited, to explain its work
agenda foll owing the Bari san Nasional's inpressive showing in Johor in the
general election, when it nmade a clean sweep of all 20 parlianmentary and
40 State seats.

In Mal acca, State Umo liaison chief Datuk Wra Mdhd Ali Mhd Rustam
who is Chief Mnister, said all five Umo divisions had accepted the
suprenme council deci sion.

He said the State party and divisional |eaders accepted the suprene
council's advice that the two posts be | eft uncontested.

The unani nous deci si on was reached at the State |iaison conmittee
meeting | ast Wednesday.

Mohd Al'i said the decision would conpl ement on-going efforts to maintain
unity anong party | eaders and the grassroots.

"Unity is vital in order for the Malays to nove further forward," he
said when nmet at the Hari Raya open house of Jasin Umo chief Datuk Seri
Abu Zahar 1snin.

Abu Zahar, the forner State Umo |iaison chief, said the divisions had
al so agreed to nonminate Mohd Ali to seek election to the suprene council

Abu Zahar, who is Home Mnistry parlianentary secretary, said a few
di vi sions had wanted to nominate himfor the post.

"However, | strongly feel that only one person, that is Mohd Ali who is
nore capabl e, shoul d be nom nated. There won't be ot her nom nations. Mhd
Ali will be the sole candidate from Ml acca. "

Meanwhi | e, Umo vice-president Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak said the Umo
Suprenme Council did not have the authority to direct Umo divisions to
nonmi nate any particul ar persons for top party posts.

Speaking to Bernana after celebrating Aidilfitri with the 10 Tacti cal
personnel of the Royal Malay Reginent in Tanjung Siang, Mersing, he said
the council's stand that there be no contests for the party presidency and



deputy presidency should only be regarded as an "advi ce and gui dance" for
the divisions as nentioned by Dr Mahathir.
Najib said it was up to the Umo divisions to deci de whether to nom nate
their own candi date for the deputy president's post.
( END)
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