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Johor candi dates' poor showi ng not seen as a | oss

WHEN t his year's Johor Umo convention, planned for April 29, had to be
postponed until after the party general assenbly, a grass roots |eader
qui pped that this might suit the convention organisers just fine.

This would allow the gathering to be turned into a celebration of sorts,
he said, "to give our candi dates a heroes' wel cone".

The general feeling then was one oozing with confidence in anticipation
of a good showi ng by Johor candidates in the party polls.

The timng was right, just nonths after the Umo-|ed Bari san Nasi ona
swept clean all 20 parlianentary and 40 State seats in Johor in the
Novenber general el ection.

In fact, Johor has al ways been described as an Umo fortress, and a
party heartl and and birthpl ace.

So, with the 100 per cent achievenent in the general election, Johor
Umo was | ooking foward to getting sone respect fromdel egates at the
general assenbly.

Expectati ons were high that this would translate into strong
representation in the party's second echel on | eadershi p.

Thus, many Johor Umo nmenbers were surprised, sone even stunned, when
eventually only one nade it to the suprene council

Wrse, Menteri Besar and State Umo chi ef Datuk Abdul Ghani O hnan
failed to make the cut in the vice-presidential race.

"I think we have been badly treated by the del egates," grunbled a
general assenbly observer from Batu Pahat.

But on reflection, says Deputy Human Resources M ni ster and Mersing Umo
division chief Dr Latiff Ahnmad, there were States which fared worse.

"Last tinme, people said if we had three from Johor (vying for the vice-
president's post), all would | ose. Now we are represented and that's what
nmatters.

"That's the beauty of Umo. We don't win all but we don't |ose al
ei ther.”

Though defeated, CGhani agrees that all is not |ost. He has been quoted
as saying that Johor had achieved its objective of being represented at
t he hi gher party hierarchy.

Johor will be represented by Donestic Trade and Consumer Affairs
M ni ster Tan Sri Mihyi ddin Yassin, who is Pagoh Umo division chief, in
t he vi ce-presidency after both Ghani, and Foreign Mnister and Kota Ti ngg
di vi sion head Datuk Seri Syed Hami d Al bar lost in their bid.

Meanwhi l e, fornmer minister Datuk Shahrir Abdul Samad nmade a return to
the suprene council after a | apse of about 10 years.

Let's not forget Youth and Sports M nister Datuk Hi shanmuddi n Hussein
the Tenggara Umo divi si on head, who won the Youth head' s post unopposed.

And j ust because Johor Umo has delivered in many general elections, it
does not automatically nmean it can lay claimto the | eadership at the
national |evel

"W have to discard the state sentinents," says Johor Baru Youth head
Abdul Latif Endut.

"Not hwi t hst andi ng their respect for Johor, the del egates here are
choosing the | eadership of the party. Leaders who can work and deliver."

In other words, the del egates have their own set of criteria for
choosi ng national | eaders. Which somehow some Johor candi dates have not
fully net yet.



Abdul Latif added: "We were wrong to think that those with position (in
governnent) would be in with a better chance to win."

The question thus is whether Johor Umo should work to suit the
aspirations of the del egates.

Abdul Latif replies with an overwhel ming no. "To the aspirations of the
party, yes. As party president (Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad) says "o
back to the basics'. Hopefully one day the del egates will see the w sdom
in this."”

When delivering his presidential address on Thursday, Dr Mahathir called
on menbers to go back to the basics and practise self-discipline to redeem
the party in the eyes of the people.

"Mal ays who desire continued progress to build a brighter future; who
wi sh to redeemand maintain their dignity nmust be disciplined, control
their desires, and be willing to nake sacrifices for the sake of the
future of their race, religion and nation," he said.

Returni ng to Johor Umo, another reason why sone State | eaders have not
been chosen is said to be the | ack of exposure.

Says Pul ai Umo Youth division commttee nenber Dr Mohd Azam Rauzan: "If
you | ook at the candi dates who won, they are known by the people country-
wi de.

"The no-canpaigning rule in the run-up to party el ections nmade it
t ougher for sonme Johor candi dates."

This lack of national-level exposure may nean that these candi dates do
not enjoy the appropriate i nage and reputation outside their State

There are other reasons why Johor Umo did not fare better in the party
el ections. The com ng Johor Umo convention will be an appropriate venue
to deliberate on the matter.

In the nmeantine, trust the words of a 62-year-old party nmenber from Sri
Gadi ng who has attended the general assenblies as a delegate as well as an
observer for nearly four decades, for his assessnent on Johor Unmo.

"W are not united," Ham d Badul pointed out bluntly. "The fact that
three fromJohor contested the VP' s post speaks vol unes. Qutsiders see
this as a weakness of ours."

( END)
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