06/ 03/ 2000

Johor port prepares for official opening by PMon Mar 13

WORKMEN ar e putting the finishing touches on the Port Administration
Bui | di ng (PAB) and Commercial O fice and Adm nistration Building (COAB) in
time for the opening of the Port of Tanjung Pel epas.

The COAB i s expected to house banks, governnent agencies incl uding
I mm gration Departnment, Johor Port Authority staff, Custons, Marine
Department, Agricul ture Departnent and Department of Heal th. Wbrk on both
bui | di ngs, conmenced on Cctober 16 1998.

The conpl eti on and handover date is schedul ed for m d- March 2000. The
total area for the PABis 6,044 sq netres and the COAB, 6500 sq netres.
Current work on both buildings are nowin the final stage conprising
interior design and i nformation technology (IT) installation, PTPsaidin
a statenent.

The remai ni ng of fice space i n the COAB has been reserved for shi pping
I'ines, and ot her shipping and port-rel ated conpani es. PTP managenent and
adm nistration staff, currently operating froma tenporary office in Johor
Bahru will soon be | ooking forward to operating fromits new hi gh-tech
Port Adm ni stration buil di ng.

PTP Staff are expected to be relocate by end March 2000.

PTP, currently operational with the first two berths is also conpleting
t he wharf deck of the remaining 4 berths by early April. Berths 3 and 4
wi Il however only begin operations in nid-2000 inline withinstallation
of the next batch of 6 Super Post Panamax quaysi de cranes and conpl etion
of the container yard blocks D, E and F.

The |l ast two berths are schedul ed to begi n operations in md-2001.

The contai ner yard, upon full conpletion in md-2001 will see PTP having
a storage space of 110,000 twenty-foot equivalent units (TEUs). This wll
see PTP having one of the |l argest storage facilities in the region.

Wth construction on schedul e, PTP managenent staff are | ooki ng f orward
to the openi ng am dst PTP 2000 Conf erence and Exhi bition, which has been
timed to coincide with the port's opening.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad i s schedul ed to open the
port on March 13.

A conference and exhi biti on on PTP 2000 wi Il be held sinultaneously with
the [aunching of the port.

Approxi matel y 300 guests are expected to attend the openi ng of PTP 2000,
and t hey i ncl ude representati ves fromrel evant gover nment agenci es, heads
of main line operators, feeder operators, warehousi ng and | ogi sti c conpany
representatives and ot her industry representatives.

The conference proper will see at |east 150 del egates conprising port
representatives, shippinglinerepresentatives and port pl anners.
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