18 FEB 2000
Court - Anwar (Mahat hir)
JUDGE ADVI SES PM NOT TO COMMENT ON SUBPOENA

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 18 (Bernama) -- Justice Datuk Arifin Jaka today
advised Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad not to nmake further
comments on the subpoena issued to himto appear as a witness in the sodony
trial of his former deputy.

"I have been saying tine and again in the course of the trial that
nobody, for that matter, be it the mnisters or politicians, should be
commenting on this ongoing case, but comments are still being made.

"In respect of the subpoena that has been issued and served on Dr
Mahat hir, the |less comments nmade on this, the better. The very issue of
whether it is relevant or not is yet to be decided by this court.

"I hope there will be no further conmrents fromhim (Dr Mahathir) on
this issue", Arifin said.

He made the remarks after Karpal Singh, the defence counsel of Datuk
Seri Anwar |brahim drew the court's attention to the prinme mnister's
statenment on the matter which was reported by the | ocal newspapers today.

Dr Mahathir had said that he thought it unnecessary for himto be
called as a witness in the trial as all the evidence had al ready been given
but he woul d appear in court if required.

Arifin agreed with Karpal Singh that such coments, which infringed
upon the nmerit of the trial and m ght ambunt to contenpt of court, should
be st opped.

Seni or deputy public prosecutor Datuk Abdul Gani Patail al so agreed,
saying that it was not proper for "anybody including nyself, the prine
mnister and all the |l awers” to be talking to the press at all, touching
on matters concerning the case.

He said: "Reporters canme to us and kept pressing...the press should
refrain fromgoing up to the prime mnister and asking himto coment on
t he case.”

Anwar, 52, and his adopted brother, Sukna Darmawan Sasmitaat Madja, 39,
are separately charged with sodom sing Azi zan Abu Bakar, 39, at Sukma's
apartment in Tivoli Villa, Bangsar here at 7.45pm between January and
Mar ch, 1993.

Sukma, a businessnman, faces another charge of abetting Anwar in
sodom si ng Azizan, the former driver of Anwar's wife, Datin Seri Dr Wan
Azi zah Wan Ismail, at the sanme tinme and pl ace.

He applied to the court in Cctober last year to subpoena Dr Mahathir to
appear as his witness in his personal capacity and Anwar did |ikew se
yest er day.

Heari ng conti nues on Monday.
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