13/ 05/ 2000

Judge was wrong, says defence counsel

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - Lawyer Robert Lazar subnmitted in the Court of Appea
today that a H gh Court judge was wong in ordering Star Papyrus Sdn Bhd
to furnish further details of its defence in a |ibel suit brought by
busi nessman M rzan Mahat hir.

Lazar, who is representing Star Papyrus, said judge Datuk Dr R K Nat han
was wrong when he nmade a finding that prima facie an article in the Asian
wall Street Journal was defamatory.

M rzan, the group executive chairman of Konsortium Perkapal an Berhad, is
suing Star Papyrus for RML50 million over the article entitled "Mahathir's
El dest Son Limts Anmbitions", front-paged on Jan 4 | ast year

Lazer said the judge erred in making the ruling that the nonent one
pl eads justification as a defence it nust followthat the article is prim
faci e defamatory.

He said it was not necessary for Nathan to make this finding or go into
this issue at all at the current stage of the proceedi ngs.

Lazar was subnmitting at the hearing an appeal by Star Papyrus agai nst
Nat han's decision to disnmss its appeal against the Senior Assistant
Regi strar's order that they furnish the details.

Star Papyrus, the printer of AWSJ, is a subsidiary of Star Publications
Ber had.

In his statement of claim Mrzan said that a paragraph in the article
inmplied that he had built his business enpire as a willing beneficiary of
nepotism favouritismand privilege, and that his reputati on was seriously
damaged.

Star Papyrus' defence was that it nerely provided a roomfor Dow Jones
Publishing to keep its equipnment to receive the contents of the AWS]
transmtted by el ectronic signals fromHong Kong.

It denied it published or authorised the publication of the journal.
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