23/ 05/ 2000

July 17 hearing of Rahim s RML5m suit

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - The High Court will hear on July 17 a RML5 million
defamation suit by fornmer Malacca Chief Mnister Tan Sri Abdul Rahi m Tanby
Chi k agai nst Parti Keadilan Nasional information chief Ruslan Kasim

Abdul Rahimis claimng that Ruslan uttered defamatory words during a
debate on the Presidential Speech at the 52nd Umo Ceneral Assenbly on
June 20, 1998.

The case was nentioned before judge Datuk R K. Nathan today, who fixed
the trial date.

Abdul Rahimis claimng that the all eged words were recorded in the
m nutes of UWMNO and on video, of which portions of it were widely reported
in the newspapers and other print and el ectronic nedia.

In his statenent of claim Abdul Rahimis claining that the words neant
that he was responsi ble for the publication and di ssenination of the book
"50 Dalil Mengapa Anwar tidak bol eh jadi PM' (50 Reasons why Anwar cannot
be PM by author Khalid Jafri.

Abdul Rahi msaid the words, anpng others, were understood to nean that
he was "guilty of pitting Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad
and the (then) Deputy Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahi magai nst each
other" and was a disloyal Unno nenber.

Abdul Rahi msaid the all egations and i nnuendoes were untrue, basel ess
and nmaliciously published, adding that his personal and politica
reputation suffered serious damage causi ng hi mintense personal angui sh.

He said Ruslan did not give himan opportunity to refute the allegations
prior to uttering the words.

Abdul Rahimis claimng damages, an injunction stopping Ruslan from
repeating simlar words, cost and other relief.

Ruslan, in his statenment of defence, is claimng that the words were
fair cooment in stating that Abdul Rahi mwas careless in allow ng the
publishing, printing or distribution of the book.

Counsel Firoz Hussain represented Abdul Rahi mwhil e Vadi vu Perunal
appeared for Ruslan.
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