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Kadazandusun conmunity the |l oser if |eaders fight for CMs post

Joseph Bi ngkasan

AM DST deni als by State Governnent | eaders of an inmnent reshuffle of the
Sabah Cabi net, the United Pasok Monbgun Kadazandusun Organi sation (Upko)
has reinforced its claimto the Chief Mnister's post.

Thi s Upko nove is pronpted by the grow ng popul arity of another
Kadazandusun- based Bari san Nasi onal conponent party, Parti Bersatu Rakyat
Sabah (PBRS).

Li ke Upko, PBRS is al so keen to have one of its | eaders become Chief
M ni ster.

Under the rotation system Sabah Umo head Datuk Seri Gsu Sukanm s two-
year termas Chief Mnister will end in March next year. He has to pass on
t he baton of power to an assenbl yman representing the non-Mislim
Bumi put era (Kadazandusun and Murut) conmunity.

Csu, who is also State Finance Mnister, was sworn in to head the State
Cabi net, representing the MuslimBuni putera community, after being
returned as Kawang assenbl yman in the State election in March | ast year.

Under the rotation systemintroduced by Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad in 1994, the Chief Mnister's post is rotated anong
| eaders of the MuslimBuniputera, non-MislimBunm putera and Chi nese
communi ties, not necessarily in that order.

Upko's claimfor the post after Gsu's termexpires is based on the fact
that a Kadazandusun | eader, Tan Sri Bernard Donpok, did not conplete his
two-year termwhen the State Assenbly was di ssolved to make way for the
March 1999 State el ection

Donpok was Chief Mnister for about 10 nonths and was unable to continue
to hold the post after he failed to retain the Moyog seat. He i s now
Mnister inthe Prine Mnister's Departnment after w nning the Penanpang
parlianentary seat in the Novenber general el ection

When Osu becane the Chief Mnister, the BN understanding was that after
OCsu conpl eted his term a Kadazandusun | eader from Upko will conplete
Donpok' s remai ning tenure as the State chief executive.

And this understanding is what Upko wants the BN to maintain, says Upko
information chief WIlfred Madi us Tangau who feels that a | eader fromthe
party, headed by Donpok, shoul d be appoi nted the next Chief Mnister.

He says Upko won two seats - Datuk Wences Anggang (Kual a Penyu) and
Datuk Siringan Gubat (Ranau) - in the State election. The party also has a
nonmi nat ed assenbl yman, Datuk WIlfred Mjilip Bunburi ng.

Bunburing is a Deputy Chief Mnister while Anggang i s Resource
Devel opnent and | nformation Technol ogy M nister. Gubat is Agriculture
Devel opnent and Food I ndustry Assistant M nister.

"Qur two seats are genuine, we won it (under Upko tickets),
says.

Tangau, who is the nenber of Parliament for Tuaran, says Upko was naki ng
alegitimate claimfor the Chief Mnister's post as it was al so spelt out
in the BN mani festo

Dr Mahathir is scheduled to open Upko's sixth congress next week, but
Tangau says that as the Chief Mnister's post has been prom sed to the
party, the issue will not be anbng the itens to be di scussed by the
del egat es.

The issue of the rotation of the Chief Mnister's post surfaced again
when PBRS, which did not win any seat in the March 1999 State el ecti on,
accepted six el ected assenbl ynmen from Sabah's nain opposition Parti

Tangau



Bersatu Sabah (PBS) into its fold.

The six are Datuk Dr Jeffrey Kitingan (Bi ngkor), Johnny Goh Chin Lok
(I'nanan), Atong Mangabi s (Matunggung), Edward Linggu (Tanmparuli), Louis
Ranpas (Ki ulu) and Kari m Adam ( Kundasang) .

From zero after the State el ection, PBRS, headed by Tan Sri Joseph
Kurup, is now nunber two in ternms of the nunber of assenblynen in the
State Legislative Assenbly.

Kurup, a former Deputy Chief Mnister, is also a nom nated assenbl yman.

He is reticent about the rotation issue.

"It is best left to the top Barisan Nasional |eadership to decide on the
appoi ntment of the next Chief Mnister. This is up to the Prinme M nister
and we nmust all accept and respect his decision,” he says.

Kurup adds that PBRS does not wish to quarrel with anyone on the matter.

He says since the six PBS assenbl ynen joined his party, it had caused
concern and possi bl e apprehensi on anong certai n BN conponent parties.

"But | wish to state categorically that PBRS has no intention of
over shadowi ng or el bowi ng out anybody within BN. Qur declared aimis to
strengt hen BN and cooperate fully with our partners in the coalition," he
says.

But for the time being, a reshuffle of the State Cabinet is not being
pl anned, as stressed by OGsu. He says his Cabinet is just over a year old
and everything is going well.

There is only one post of Chief Mnister and whoever is appointed nust
be respected.

Fighting it out for the Chief Mnister's post will not benefit the
Kadazandusun comuni ty.

Upko and PBRS | eaders nust al ways renenber that despite Kadazandusun
| eaders having been Chief Mnisters in the past, the comunity is stil
| aggi ng behind in all aspects conpared to the ot her races.
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