23/ 07/ 2000

*Kadazans, Muruts now back Bari san'

KOTA KI NABALU, Sat. - The Kadazandusun and Murut conmmunity now support the
Uni t ed Pasok Monogun Kadazandusun Organi sation as a conponent of the
Bari san Nasi onal .

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhanmad said their support played
a vital role for the BNto win a bigger majority in the parlianentary
el ection in Sabah.

The increase in the nunber of votes for the BN in constituencies where
UPKO candi dat es contested was al so cl ear proof that the Kadazandusun and
the Murut have confidence in the BN

The BN chairman stated this in his nessage in conjunction with UPKO s
si xth annual congress on July 27 and 28, the text distributed by the
party's headquarters to the Press here yesterday.

He stressed that such support would enable UPKOto play a nore effective
role in the main stream devel opment of the nation

The Prime M nister said the strong support fromthe Kadazandusun and
Murut al so showed that the issues based on negative sentinents by the
opposition was no | onger accepted.

Dr Mahat hir sai d the Kadazandusun and Murut were now nore confident of
t he BN Gover nnent.

He said under the | eadership of Tan Sri Bernard G | uk Donpok as UPKO
president, the party had shown great progress and i nprovenent in
representing the Kadazandusun and Murut in the BN Governnent and woul d
continue to be an active partner.
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