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Kedah di vi si ons expected to follow the trend set by Sik

ALOR STAR, Tues. - The constant remi nder to heed the Umo suprene
council's advice to have no contest for the party's top two posts seens to
have yi el ded results anong the 15 divisions in Kedah.

There were earlier runblings that sonme divisions may opt to di sregard

t he advi ce and instead nom nate Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah for the post of
either president or deputy president.

But at this stage, this does not seemlikely.

The first divisionin the State to hold its neeting, Sik, today

nom nat ed Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad for president and Datuk Seri
Abdul I ah Ahnmad Badawi for deputy president.

The division is headed by Mnister in the Prine Mnister's Departnent

Dat uk Paduka Dr Abdul Ham d G hnan.

Si k was the focus of attention, and political observers believe that the
trend has been set and it will be very difficult for other divisions to
make anyt hing but a "standard nom nati on"

Mor eover, the "Ummo-friendly" canpaign by the new State Umo |iai son
comm ttee chief Datuk Seri Syed Razak Syed Zain to restore confidence in
all divisions is expected to work agai nst the Kel antan prince.

"Hi s approach of going down to neet the grassroot will take away all

restl essness and uneasi ness. The nmenbers are expected to cl ose ranks soon
and work towards preserving party unity," a party observer said.

So far, indications are strong that all 15 divisions will reaffirmDr
Mahat hir and Abdul | ah as the candi dates for the top two slots.

Syed Razak, who net the Padang Terap division comittee on Saturday, was
quick to point out that all division | eaders who were sidelined or lost in
the recent elections still have a place in the party.

"They are potential candidates in the next election and I will stand by
this as long as | amthe Menteri Besar," he said.

"Now t hat the menmbers have been reassured that their |eaders will stay,
why shoul d they go for a new teamat the top?" a del egate said.

Recalling the trend in 1987 (when Tengku Razal ei gh took on Dr Mahathir
for the Umo presidency), a Kedah Umo | eader said all the then 14

di vi sions in Kedah had nomnmi nated Dr Mahat hir while 13 nom nated Tun Chafar
Baba for the deputy president post.

Only Kul i m Bandar Baru divi sion proposed Tan Sri Musa Hitam the then
runni ng mat e of Tengku Razal ei gh for the nunber two post.

Kubang Pasu Wanita chi ef Barishah Saad said it would be very difficult
not to heed the suprene council's advice because there had been a renewed
effort for the party torevitalise itself.

"For once, everybody in Umo has awakened froma sl unber. They | ook for

a | eader to pull themthrough and who el se can they turn to?" she said.
She said Umo could not afford to go through the process of searching

for a new | eader at the noment because the current |eadership had done an
excellent job for the country and the Ml ays.

Pendang di vi si on chi ef Datuk G hman Abdul is one | eader in support of

the nove to nom nate Tengku Razal ei gh for the post of vice-president. "I
do not know whether he will accept it, but that will be a nmove in the
right direction to restore unity in Umo," he added.

The fact that Tengku Razal eigh's nen "failed" to make their rounds or
their presence felt in Kedah shows that they too do not expect much from
t he divi si ons.



After all, Tengku Razal ei gh has never had much influence in Kedah as
reflected in the fact that Semangat 46, the party he led then, failed to
make any headway in the State during the 1990 and 1995 general el ections.
"It is obvious that things have not changed nmuch," sunmed up an observer
when commenting on the Tengku Razal ei gh factor.
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