05/ 11/ 2000

"Keep up with cyber era or be | eft behind'

LANGKAW, Sat. - Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad said
Mal aysi ans nust master cyber technol ogy or be | eft behind.

He said the nation had missed out on the industrial erain the initial
stages but it now could not afford to i gnore the cyber era.

Wth the advent of information technol ogy and the borderless world, it
was i nperative for the nation to keep up with the devel opnent of the cyber
era, he said when |launching the 15th National Poetry Day organi sed by the
National Witers Associ ation of Mal aysia (Gapena).

About 250 | aureates fromSi ngapore, Brunei, southern Thail and,

I ndonesi a, South Africa, Sri Lanka, Madagascar and Europe participatedin
the activities. The theme of the event was "Poets and the Cyber Era".

Meanwhi l e, witer/poet for nore than 50 years, Ahmad Ariffin, 73, from
Kedah, was named Gapena Poet 2000. Ahmad, who goes by the pen-nane Afri ni
Adham received the award fromDr Mihathir.
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