12/ 07/ 2000
Keepi ng tabs on society activities

Patri ck Sennyah

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - Deputy Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnad
Badawi today told the Registrar of Societies to consistently nonitor the
activities of societies to detect signs of deviation fromtheir original
obj ecti ves.

He said the best way to do this was to ensure that the societies
subm tted their annual reports for scrutiny.

"Al t hough nost societies kept to their original purposes in the early
stages of formation, we fear that their |eaders or “gurus' mght get other
ideas later on," he told reporters after presenting excellent service
awards to Hone Mnistry staff at the Tunku Abdul Rahman Menori al
audi t ori um

Abdul I ah, who is also Home Mnister, said | eaders who took over the
societies later night have their personal agenda.

He said the ROS was enpowered to i ssue show cause letters to societies
which failed to subnmit their annual reports.

The ROS coul d deregister a society if it failed to receive a reasonabl e
reply.

It was earlier reported that only about half of the 57,126 societies had
submtted their annual reports last year while nore than 1,200 were
deregi stered (last year) conpared to 462 in 1995

Besides failure to submt annual reports, other reasons for being
deregi stered i ncluded breachi ng constitutions and bei ng i nacti ve.

Al so present at today's presentation cerenony were deputy Home M nisters
Dat uk Zai nal Abdin Zin, Datuk Chor Chee Heung and Hone Mnistry secretary-
general Datuk Jamal uddi n Ahmad Damanhuri

Asked if existing laws in the country were sufficient to control deviant
teachi ngs, the deputy Prine Mnister said there were adequate | aws
prohi biti ng anyone or any quarter from spreadi ng such teachi ngs.

"However, the Government is prepared to review these |laws and tighten
possi bl e 1 oophol es if necessary," he said.

On action that could be initiated against civil servants involved in
devi ationi st groups, he said there were several options which the civil
service disciplinary committee coul d consider.

Since nost incidents of involvenent in deviationist groups occurred when
the person was influenced or pressured, the best option would be to offer
those i nvol ved proper gui dance and counsel |l i ng.

"This woul d make themrealise the truth and help themreturn to the
right path," he said.

Conmenting on a statenment by Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad yesterday that there might be attenpts by certain groups to
justify the actions of the Al -Ma' unah group, Abdull ah said there was a
strong possibility of this and urged the people not to be deceived.
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