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Key agenda for Asean summit

Charl otte Venudran

SAFEGUARDI NG r egi onal peace and security, the Asean HI V/ Al DS progr anme and
the Trans-Asian Railway link will be the key agenda for Mal aysia at the
com ng Asean Informal Sunmit in Singapore, said Foreign M nister Datuk
Seri Syed Hami d Al bar.

He was speaking to reporters after presenting land titles to 412 Fel da
settlers fromFel da Tunggal in Kota Tinggi on Sunday.

The summi t ai med to discuss focused i ssues of common concern, he added.

As t he name suggests, it will be an informal neeting to facilitate free-
flowdiscussion and i nteraction of governnent | eaders on regi onal natters.

However, Syed Hanmid did not discount the possibility of side neetings
bet ween | eaders, particularly Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohaned and hi s Si ngapore counterpart, Goh Chok Tong, on bilateral issues.

Stating that Mal aysi an- Si ngapore rel ati ons woul d not be di scussed at the
sumit, as it was not the right forumfor it, he said: "So far, no side
nmeet i ngs have been planned ... but the | eaders nay decide to hold
neetings. "

The four-day summit, which began today, will see the convergence of
| eaders from10 Asean countries, China, Japan and Korea.

On ensuring regional peace and security, Syed Ham d said there was a
need for a cohesive nove to fortify peace through bilateral and regi onal
co- operation.

Sone of the areas to be discussed include illegal immgrants, cross
border issues and trafficking of wonen and children w thin Asean.

He added that Mal aysi a woul d al so be pushing for the fornul ation of a
conpr ehensi ve H V/ Al DS progranmme for the region.

"We want it to be an Asean programre to address the real dangers of
HI V/ Al DS af fecti ng Asean countri es.

"W do not want the problemto be swept under the carpet. It's tine we
formul ate our own agenda to fight the spread of the disease.”

Anot her topic of interest will be the Trans-Asian Railway |ink
connecting Singapore to Kunming in China.

As Mal aysi a was keen on pronoting the project due to its far-reaching
econom ¢ prospects, the Mnister said the feasibility study woul d be
presented at the summt.

The consultants for the project will also be present to answer
questi ons.

Expected to be compl eted by 2006, the estimated RWB. 5-billion project
I i nks seven Asean countries with China.

The proposal s in the study have been agreed upon by the Cabinet.

Route One i s between 4, 000kmand 5, 000km| ong and | i nks Si ngapore, Kual a
Lunmpur, Bangkok, Canbodi a, Vi et namand Kunmi ng.

Construction is schedul ed to begin in 2003.
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