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Khalil, Dai mkeep Umo posts (HL)

Ram an Sai d; Abdul Razak Ahmad; Saj ahan Waheed

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob and Tun Dai m Zai nuddi n were
reappoi nted Umo's secretary-general and treasurer, respectively, while
Dat uk Must apa Mohaned was nanmed as the new i nformation chief.

Announci ng this today, party president Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad
al so said some Menteris Besar and Chief Mnisters who lost in the party
el ections last nmonth may not be appointed as State liaison chiefs or
supreme council menbers.

Dai M s reappoi ntnment further dispelled nounting runours and specul ati on,
especially through several foreign Press reports, of a rift between him
and Dr Mahathir.

On May 28, when asked to conmment on the so-called rift, Dr Mahathir was
quot ed as saying that the runours were not new, but differences of opinion
bet ween themwere al ways settl ed by consensus.

Must apa, who is Finance Mnistry adviser, replaces Datuk Dr Yusof Noor
who however renains in the council after being voted in during the party
el ections three weeks ago.

Speaking at a Press conference after chairing the party's first suprene
council neeting since the elections, Dr Mahathir, who is also Prine
M ni ster, said he had yet to appoint the State |iaison chiefs and the 10
menbers of the supreme council, the prerogative of which is his as party
presi dent.

Asked when the appoi ntnments would be made, Dr Mahathir said they woul d
be done before the next council neeting in two weeks.

Among party | eaders who failed to secure seats in the council were Johor
Ment eri Besar Datuk Abdul Ghani O hman, Negri Senbilan Menteri Besar Tan
Sri Mohd Isa Abdul Samad, Sel angor Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Abu Hassan
Orar, Sabah Chief Mnister Datuk Seri Osu Sukamand Perlis Menteri Besar
Dat uk Seri Shahi dan Kassim Kedah Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Syed Razak Syed
Zain did not contest.

Asked whet her the delay in the appointnents of State |iaison chiefs
meant that there was no urgent need to appoint them he said: "W nust be
careful in our selection, because we only have 10 vacanci es, whereas many
are eligible.”

Dr Mahathir said the party had to give due consideration to appointing
those representing the wonen's wing, and fromthe States, Menteris Besar
and M nisters.

"Many are qualified but we surely would have to | eave out sone of them"”
said Dr Mahathir, adding that those | eft out mght be given
responsibilities in the party's bureaus.

When pointed out that Menteris Besar and Chief Mnisters usually led the
party at the State level, Dr Mahathir said this practice m ght now see a
change.

On whet her the exclusion of Menteris Besar and Chief Mnisters as State
I'iaison chiefs would create problems in the smooth running of the States,
Dr Mahathir said the matter would be studied

He said the council also agreed to alternate the venue of its subsequent
nmeeti ngs between Kual a Lunpur and the States. The council neets twice a
nont h.

"This is so that we can see the conditions in the States and get cl oser
to them"

He sai d no decision had been made on which State would host the first



outstation council neeting

Dr Mahathir said noney politics in the party was al so di scussed and this
drew several proposals fromnenbers on ways to curb the nenace. These will
be studi ed and i npl enent ed.

The neeting also agreed to lift the tenporary ban on Umo State
conventions which were usually held before the del egates neetings. The
deci sion to postpone the conventions, nade in the run-up to the genera
assenbly, was to prevent themfrom bei ng used as canpai gni ng pl atformnms by
candi dat es.

Dr Mahathir al so conmented on today's neeting, pointing out that it was
only attended by el ected nenbers, the secretary-general and treasurer.

"This is because we want to hear their views without their voice being
drowned by those regarded as the president's appointees. It turned out
that we shared the sane views."

On another matter, Dr Mahathir said council nmenbers were united in their
stand that Ml aysia should maintain its i ndependence and not bow down to
pressure fromany quarters.

"W do not want our country to be ridiculed by any foreign country.

"W shoul d not feel ashamed with our approach in solving problens, we do
not want to be influenced by the views of foreigners.

"W will maintain our actions for the good of the country wi thout taking
into consideration the views of foreigners who are not happy with our
progress especially the foreign nmedia who want to see the Governnent
becone weak."

Meanwhi | e, Must apa described his appoi ntnment as very chall engi ng as
there was a need to restore the party's inmage

"I need to discuss with friends in the suprene council on how this could
be done and on ways to performny duty efficiently,” he said.

In his usual nodest manner, Mistapa said there were many others in the
supreme council who were better qualified than himto hold the post.

( END)
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