06/ 10/ 2000
Khal i d di smi sses Bernana, RTMprivatization talks

Mal col m Rosari o

DEPUTY | nformati on m nister Datuk Khalid Yunus yesterday poured cold water
on talks in the market that the privatization of national news agency,

Ber nama, and Radi o Tel evi syen Mal aysia Bhd (RTM was i nmi nent.

Khal i d di sm ssed suggestions of privatization plans for the two
Gover nnent - owned concerns as the authorities viewthe entities vital to
channel information to the public.

"I'n my view, the question of privatization does not arise,"” Khalid said,
addi ng that existing plans are centred only on corporatising these
agenci es.

He insisted working plans to corporatise the agencies are ongoi ng but
outside parties are welconme to explore the feasibility of taking over the
agenci es.

"For now, the Governnent is in favour of corporatisisng the entities,"
he told newsnen after |aunching My E-Trade Sdn Bhd's "M/trade" website in
Kual a Lunpur.

But he left roomfor plenty of specul ati on when he added t hat
privatization of the agencies would be possible if the Cabinet is for it.
He al so confirnmed that the Information Mnistry has not received any

proposal to privatize the two nedi a-rel at ed agenci es.

Khal i d's statement has added nore confusion in the market of the actua
status of Bernama and RTMfollowi ng reports by AFP that a proposal has
been submitted to the Economic Planning Unit to privatize these entities.

"W have subnitted a proposal to the EPU and are waiting for themto
respond,” AFP quoted Datuk Jal al uddi n Bahauddi n, a forner speci al
assistant to Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad.

Jal al uddi n, together with Bernas group managi ng di rector Mhd |brahim
Nor and fornmer New Straits Tinmes Press group editor-in-chief Datuk Kadir
Jasin, are said to be the central figures in the takeover bid.
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