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Khir, man for the tines

NO Dr Mohd Khir Toyo was not born great. The 35-year-old dentist has yet
to achi eve greatness either in his profession or his preferred vocati on.
But greatness has been trust on this new Menteri Besar of Sel angor who
will be sworn in on Thursday. H s best credential is his youth which
hopeful | y, accords himthe child-1ike perception of the world divided into
bl ack and white. Age and experience woul d enable himto perceive the
shades of grey. But we hope the child in the man woul d prevail and deter
himfromthe attendant tenptati ons of high political office that have
ensnared many in the | and.

W liamShakespeare, the Bard who spun so many felicituous epigrans on
any and all hunman situations, wote: "Uneasy is the head that wears the
crown." The mantl e of Menteri Besear is heavy i ndeed. Especially that of
Sel angor, by far the nost devel oped State in the country. More so for a
very young Umo | eader. For these are hard tinmes for the party that is the
backbone of the national coalition which has forned t he only Gover nnment
the country has el ected over the past 45 years. The Mal ays are di vi ded and
t he young anong t hemdi senchant ed. Many have t he perception that the
credibility of |eaders and the Governnent, at the State and Federa
| evel s, has waned.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad had been
characteristically wise in his choice. He has opted for a young shepherd
to corral the strays anong t he young sheep. W hope, as does Dr Mahathir,
that Dr Mohd Khir woul d succeed i n shepherdi ng t he professionals, the
skill ed and the unskill ed anong t he Mal ays i n Sel angor to be grateful to
the party and t he Governnent that bestowed all the goodness in life they
enj oy.

As a | eader, Dr Mohd Khir has sparse credentials. Before his sel ection
on Friday, his political curriculumvitae was brief - chief of the Youth
wi ng of an Umo di vision and freshman St ate Assenbl yman, el ected | ast
Novenber. But within two days he has proved to be an abl e doctor who can
di agnhose and prescribeintelligently and professionally. Arong his first
pronouncenents on Sunday was t hat the State Governnent nust be transparent
and be seen to be cl ean. Executive Councillors and Assenbl ymen woul d have
to declare their assets. W hope this directive would be executed, not
forgotten after pronouncenent and posted to oblivion as anot her public
rel ati ons exercise

Dr Mohd Khir has brought a refreshing wind into the award of future
contracts. It is sound policy to award devel opnent projects to | oca
contractors and nake themfulfill the social obligations. It is also
correct to maintain a bal ance in preserving and devel opi ng t he
envi ronnment. Wet her the young | eader woul d be able to calibrate the
necessary equilibriumrenmains to be seen

He is a young nan and t hat nakes hi mbol d, brave enough to address the
one pernici ous addi ction that debilitates the young anong Mal ays. The
nurmber s who are hooked on drugs total nore than 800, 000, al nost ei ght per
cent of the Malays in the land. Dr Mohd Khir has a | ogical prognosis to
al | evi at e t he dependence. He has said that parents, not rehabilitators,
play a far nore effective role in steering the young away fromsoci al
ills. We believe he is correct as he has been i n pronounci ng vari ous
initiatives. If he maintains the exuberance and i nnocence of youth, Dr
Mohd Khir m ght just enmerge to be a | eader anong politicians worthy of



t racki ng. (END)
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