18/ 10/ 2000

KL, Jakarta condemm |srael's use of force

LANGKAW , Tues. - Mal aysi a and | ndonesi a today jointly condemed t he use
of force by Israeli armed forces agai nst the Pal estinians and cal |l ed on
all parties to restore peace as soon as possi bl e.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad sai d both countries hoped
to see an end to the fightings between |Israel and Pal esti ne and peace to
prevail ampbngst their people.

"This is not the way for countries to conduct their relationship
especially if they had decl ared they want to have peace," he said when
asked what is Mal aysia's and | ndonesia's stand on the |srael -Pal estine
i ssue.

Speaking at a joint Press conference with I ndonesian presi dent
Abdurrahman Wahid after a bilateral neeting, Dr Mahathir said both
countries deplored the use of force by Israel as it had caused the death
of nore than 100 peopl e, especially children.

Abdur rahman sai d Mal aysi a and | ndonesi a agreed that t here shoul d be
further peace tal ks between Israel and the Pal estini ans.

Meanwhi | e, Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Syed Hanmi d Al bar and | ndonesi an
Foreign Affairs Mnister Dr Alwi Shi hab al so i ssued a j oi nt comuni que
condemi ng t he use of force by the Isreali armed forces.

The statenent said both Governments and the peopl e of Ml aysia and
I ndonesi a mour ned the deaths of the Pal estinians and offered their
pr of ound condol ences.

Both countries said they held Israeli right wing | eader Ariel Sharon
responsi ble for the | atest bl oodshed, saying his provocative visit to the
third holiest Muslimshrine Al HaramAl Sharif on Sept 28 was t he cause of
t he Pal estinian uprising inthe occupiedterritories.

They urged the United Nations Security Council "to bring to justice
those who are directly and wilfully responsible for these tragic deaths".

Mal aysi a and | ndonesi a al so wel coned the Security Council's resol ution
calling on lsrael to abideits | egal obligations under the 4th Geneva
Convention relating to the protection of civilians in tines of war.

The statement al so stated that | ndonesia fully supported Mal aysi a's
proposal that a special session of the |Islam c Conference of Foreign
M ni sters Meeting be convened i n Jerusal emto di scuss the Pal estini an
i ssue.

Mal aysi a and | ndonesi a al so conmended the efforts of all parties in
conveni ng the Sharmel Shaik Sunmt in Egypt and hoped it woul d succeed in
addressing the | atest issue or in the very |l east, resum ng peace
negoti ati ons.
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