10/ 11/ 2000
KL ready for inportant role at O C sunmit

Farush Khan in Doha, Qatar

MALAYSIAis determined to play a significant role in the ninth

Organi sation of |slam c Conference being hel d here despite Saudi Arabia's
boycott of the summit because of Qatar's continued ties with Israel.

"No matter what happens, we have and will continue to play effective
roleinthe OC " Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Hami d Al bar said
yest er day.

Responding to a question on reports of Saudi's pullout, he said he had
yet to get anything official on the matter.

He said the Pal estine-Isreal clashes which had | eft 192 people killed in
si x weeks, were not an Arab issue.

"I't is the issue that nmust be given due attention by the entire Miuslim
world," he told Mal aysian reporters at the conference between Nov 8 and
14.

Despite reports that a few of the 56 nenber countries mght al so stay
away fromthe summit on the sane reason, Syed Hami d, who i s representing
the country for the mnisterial |evel neeting said Prine Mnister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad will participate inthe summit, schedul ed from
Nov 12 to 14.

Syed Hami d warned that relati onship and co-operati on among Mislim
countries, as well as the O C were bei ng wat ched by the world at | arge and
that they woul d be i sol ated should they fail to work together effectively
towar ds peace, unity and devel opnent.

"The worl d want to know whet her the Muslinms are able to work hand in
hand to march towards peace and unity," he said.

In fact the theme of this OCitself is "Peace and Devel opment”. O C
sunmits are held once in three years.

Saudi was reported to have deci ded on the boycott as Qatar still
mai ntained ties with Israel despite the clamour in the Arab world to
i solate the Jewi sh State.

O C secretary-general Azzeddi ne Laraki was quoted as saying that a few
ot her countries mght followsuit.

He expressed regret on the boycott which he said woul d negatively affect
t he conference where the Pal astinian issue is high on the agenda.

Three Arab countries - Qman, Tunisia and Mdrocco - have severed ties
with the Jewi sh state follow ng the Cct 21-22 emergency sumit of Arab
| eaders, while Cairo threated to end ties with Israel.

Iran Foreign M nister Kanmal Kharrazi had postponed a trip to Qatar on
Nov 8 ahead of the summ t. The deci sion was seen as an indication to
pressure Doha to cut lowlevel ties with Israel to denpnstrate support for
Pal esti ni ans.

There were al so reports by the nedi a that Lebanon was al so consi dering a
boycott for the sane reasons.

Inthe neantinme, Qatar saidit was reviewing its ties with I srael which
included a I srael trade office in Doha and a Qatari office in Tel Eviv.

Observers said the outcorme of the review which mght be nade known
anytine now woul d certainly have a bearing in the decisions of these few
countries, including Saudi Arabia, intheir decisionto stay away from
this summt.

Reports of Saudi's boycott - its first of an OC sumit in the
organi sation's 31-year history, come on top of decisions to stay at hone
by Li byan | eader Muammar Gaddafi and Bahrain's Emir Shei kh Hamad bin | ssa



Al -Khal i fa. Libya was al so reported to have planned to stay away.
The Arab summit's fol ow up conmittee groups conprise of Egypt, Jordan,
Lebanon, Mrocco, the Pal estinians, Saudi Arabia, Syria and Tunisi a.
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