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Know edge i s the weapon to curb devi ant groups

Abdul Razak Ahrad

THE bi zarre notive behind the arnms hei st by nmenbers of the Al -M' unah
Islamic martial arts group strengthens a |ong-running thread anmong such
devi ati oni st groups nati onw de.

According to I nspector-General of Police Tan Sri Norian M, they
apparently wanted to set up "an Islamc Government according to their
interpretation.”

Descri bed by an analyst in a recent news report as the "ideol ogica
extension of political Islam- militant, aggressive and radical", the
threat posed by these groups to national security is real and i nmedi at e:

* |n 1980, eight nmen fromthe Mahad group were killed after they storned
the Batu Pahat police station arned with swords.

* | n 1985, police nmounted a five-hour operation against 37 nen froma
group | ed by Ibrahi m Mohanmood, or nore popul arly known as | brahi m Li bya.

Four policenen and 14 crimnals were killed in the operation in Kanmpung
Memal i Ceruk Putih in Baling, Kedah.

* | n Septenber 1994, Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad said
the Government had evi dence regarding the presence of a mlitant group of
| sl ami ¢ devi ationi sts known as Tentera Badar - belonging to the banned Al -
Argam nmovenent .

Currently there are 44 Islamic groups identified as "deviant" by the
| sl ami ¢ Devel opnment Departnent (Jakim.

Each is a potential Al -M'unah in the naking, so the possibility of
simlar incidents will continue to plague the country unless effective
nmeasures are taken to curb them

The m sgui ded religious zealotry of deviant Islamc groups in Ml aysia
is not new. The Perak Religious Affairs Departnment al one has detected no
| ess than 38 from 1965 to 1993.

Pusat |slamhas 46 categories of deviant Islamc activities which range
fromdeviationist silat martial arts groups to bonoh and other practices.

Its research defined several commpn traits and operating procedures
anong such novenents.

Fol l owers are often duped into believing that they coul d possess
"spiritual powers"” like invincibility under the guidance of their |eaders,
who sonetinmes claimlineage fromvarious prophets to boost credibility.

"The npbst common devi ation involves msinterpreting the al-Quran and
Hadith to suit the group's teachings,"” the research cited.

Sl avi sh devotion to the novenents' |eaders are the norm cultivated by
two practices.

The first is Rabitah, a concept which calls upon its followers to
vi sual i se the | eader when performng religious chants, resulting in the
sycophanti c devoti on commonly di spl ayed by such groups towards their
| eaders.

In 1995, for exanple, over 4,000 nenbers of a silat group refused to
| eave their deviant teachings fearing they would be "cursed".

The second tactic is clainmng Kasyaf or the ability of the | eader to
"know' and "see" beyond the physical.

Among cases brought to court involving deviant groups include group
| eaders who clained to be the Prophet Muhamad, to have received divine
revel ations fromGod in classical English, and insisting that the
obligatory five-times-daily prayers and fasting in the nonth of Rarmadan
Wer e unnecessary.



For nmovenents propagating devi ant teachi ngs through the use of silat,
the incorporation of spiritual and mystical elenents provides a
tantalising lure in attracting menbers.

In this aspect, one reason cited for the rise in deviationist Islamc
movenents is the influence fromgroups in Indonesia - |ong a bedrock of
Islamic nysticismand spirituality taught by both genui ne nasters and
guacks ali ke.

Some of the prom nent registered and approved silat groups in Ml aysia
i nclude groups fromlndonesia like Silat Cenandi, Silat Banten, Silat
Sunda/Bugi s, Silat Sunting, and Silat Janbi.

In the case of Al-Ma' unah, it is understood that its teachings were
relayed by its |leader, identified as Mohd Am n Mohd Razali, in Indonesia.

But the transnational nmovenent of deviant groups works both ways.
Devi ati oni st groups in Ml aysia have al so been reported to have spilled
over into nei ghbouring countries.

The Al Arqam novenent, for exanple, founded in 1968 by Ashaari Mihanmmad
and based in Kampung Sungei Penchal a, Sel angor, expanded not only
nati onwi de but to 16 other countries by 1993.

Wth the cocktail of deviationist teachings and blind devotion needi ng
only the spark of Jihad (Holy War) and Syahid (Martyrdom to expl ode
effective co-ordination is needed between national religious authorities
to determ ne and address groups infiltrating each other's borders.

But despite repeated calls and prom ses of tighter supervision by Jakim
and the State Religious Affairs Departnents, mandatory regi stration of
Islamic groups will not be entirely effective in controlling the problem

This i s because npst reported i ncidents of deviationist teachings have
di screet begi nnings and only blow out at a critical stage.

But the Al -M' unah arns heist indicates that the problemhas not abated
and is continuting to persist.

Not for lack of prosecution, however. O the 49 devi ant groups
identified up to 1995, 30 were charged under various | aws such as the
Syariah Crine Enactnents.

But though several nenbers of groups posing a grave danger to national
security, like Al-Argamand Al - Ma' unah, have been detai ned under the
Internal Seurity Act, deviant Islanic groups have naintai ned currency.

Because a | ack of know edge about Islamis the often cited as the reason
why such groups are easily able to mani pul ate nenbers, the nost effective
deterrent could be to seek religious know edge - which after all, is
power .

In this sense the nbst effective weapon agai nst devi ant |slam c groups
and their teachings would be to permt no roomto those planning to abuse
religion for underlying agendas: be it personal or political.
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