13/ 10/ 2000
Korean activists told to avoi d denps

Sar ban Singh in Seoul, South Korea

W TH slightly nore than a week before the Third Asi a- Europe Meeting gets
under way, the South Korean governnent yesterday told activists and non-
government al organi sati ons planning to stage denonstrati ons during the
event to refrain fromdoing so

Sout h Korean Foreign Affairs and Trade M ni ster Lee Joung-binn said the
government shoul d be all owed to host the event, the biggest in South
Korean history, successfully.

"We ask (civic groups) to abstain fromhol di ng outdoor rallies for the
successful hosting of the coming third Asemin Seoul," he said.

Lee, however, said the governnment was willing to listen to proposals
fromthe non-governnental organisations, especially on issues which it had
failed to address, during the sunmt provided these were constructive.

Tens of thousands of activists are planning to hold a marmoth rally on
Cct 20 around the Asemvenue in southern Seoul to protest against the
adverse effects of gl obalisation

Last week, South Korean activists said they would stage a big anti -
gl obal i sation protest during the sunmt.

The Korea Confederation of Trade Unions (KCTU), a | abour group that
clai ms a nenbership of 600,000, said it would join hands with some 130
| ocal non-governnental organisations for a massive anti-Asem
denonstration.

KCTU of fici al s have been quoted i n | ocal newspapers as sayi ng that at
| east 20, 000 peopl e woul d participate in the denonstrati on agai nst
" ASEM pronot ed neo-1liberalism which threatens the people' s right to
survival".

The Sout h Korean activists expect the Asemneeting to strengthen
gl obal i sati on, which they clai mwoul d wi den t he gap between ri ch and poor
nations.

There has been a growi ng ti de agai nst econom c gl obal i sati on around t he
world and i nternational forums have been maj or targets of violent
protests.

Vi ol ent denonstrations to oppose gl obalisation marred the Wrl d Trade
Organi sation neeting in Seattle |l ate | ast year and the recent Prague
neeting of the International Mnetary Fund.

Meanwhi | e, the National Police Agency yesterday sai d about 30, 000 police
officers woul d be depl oyed during the two-day Asemmeeting to "ensure the
i nternational meeting was hel d successfully and peaceful ly."

The two-day Asemsunmmit is schedul ed to open in Seoul on Cct 20, with
the 10 Asi an and 15 European heads of state or government and the
presi dent of the European Commi ssion to discuss inter-continenta
cooperation in the 21st century.

The biennial meeting will focus on cooperation between the two
continents on political, econonic, social and cul tural issues.

During the recent nmeeting of senior officials fromthe Asem nenber
states here, they agreed to adopt three docunents at the sunmt - the
Asi a- Eur ope Co-operati on Franework 2000, the Seoul Decl arati on on Peace on
t he Korean Peni nsul a and the chai rman' s st atenent.

Next week's neeting is the third follow ng the 1998 London and 1996
Bangkok summit.

Meanwhi | e, the Yonhap news agency reported that Prime M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad is likely to hold a one-to-one neeting with



Presi dent KimDae-jung at the summit's sidelines.

The agency, quoting officials fromthe Asemoffice, said nost of the 25
state heads had requested for one-to-one-nmeetings with Kimbut it would be
difficult for the South Korean | eader to neet all of themseparately
wi t hi n two-days.

The official was quoted as saying that the top agenda in the bil ateral
sumits between Kimand other | eaders woul d be the ongoi ng i nter-Korean
tal ks for nmutual reconciliation and cooperation and t he economni c recovery
of the nation which has been suffering hardshi ps since | ate 1997.
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