01/ 04/ 2000

Ku Li's call better |ate than never

TENGKU Razal ei gh Hanzah's open call to Umo nenbers to throwtheir support
behi nd Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad and Dat uk Seri Abdul | ah Ahrmad Badawi
may have come a little late, but it was a clear and crisp nessage, at

| east to his supporters withinthe party. Alittle | ate because the fornmer
Semangat 46 | eader coul d have said it earlier when he was expected to, by
sone quarters, to ensure that the Supreme Council's decision not to
contest the party's top two posts was adhered to. But late is usually
better than never in the Mal ay psyche and Razal ei gh, by expressing faith
inthe present party | eadership, has hel ped ensure there will be no
further divide in the Malay political divide.

Even i f Razal ei gh had wanted to continue the guessi ng gane he was
pl ayi ng si nce noni nations for party posts started, it woul d not have been
possi bl e for hi mnowto garner an enough nunmber of nominations fromthe
divisions to qualify for the race for the party president and deputy
presi dent posts. Dr Mahathir, who is Umo president and Prinme M nister,
and hi s deputy, Abdull ah, have both secured sufficient nonmnations to
force a no-contest for both posts at Umo's general assenbly early next
nmonth. It is also highly unlikely that Razal eigh will w n enough
nom nations to run for one of the three vice president posts. H s best
hope nowis to join the fray and try to keep his seat in the Suprene
Council. But that is upto himto consider, and up to the del egates to
deci de.

What is inmportant is that the Kelantan prince has now joi ned the
maj ority of Umo nenbers who want to see continuity and stability
mai nt ai ned i n the successi on process of the party | eadershi p. The Suprene
Council's decision to pave the way for Dr Mahathir and Abdullah to
continue to lead the party took i nto account the negati ve consequences of
such high-level tussles in the past. Razal ei gh hinself had st ood agai nst
Dr Mahathir for the presidency in 1987 and after his defeat, led his
supporters out of Umo. For over a decade, the split that followed the
mass wal kout and | ater Razal ei gh's nove to form Senmangat 46, had hel ped
the Qpposition strengthen their position and mani pul ate Umo's new
weaknesses. Kel antan fell to Pas and | ast year, Terengganu fol |l owed suit.
Anot her attenpt by Razal ei gh to stand for the presidency agai nst the
wi shes of the majority of Umo nenbers woul d have been construed as
sel fish and an act of sabotage.

The party shoul d use Razal ei gh' s decl arati on of support for the
presi dent and his deputy to bridge any gap anong t he nenbershi p and t he
di vi de anong t he Mal ays. Razal ei gh hi nsel f nust feel conpelledto play a
bigger roleto dothis. Hs remarks to his supporters i n Gua Misang nust
be matched by tangi ble efforts to explain why the Suprenme Council decided
agai nst contests for the two top positions in the party. This would al so
justify his com ng back to the party's fold after the damage done
follow ng the 1987 incident in Umo.

There is much work to be done by Umo and while sone critics fromsone
nei ghbouring countries may feel that there shoul d have been a | eadership
change, Ml aysi ans, and nowthe Umo nenbers t hrough their respective
di vi si ons, have once again given Dr Mahathir the mandate to | ead them
through the newm |l ennium Perhaps it is because he has successfully
brought the econony out recession faster than they thensel ves bel i eved
anyone coul d, or perhaps they see no future in the alternatives which have



avail ed thensel ves. For certain, nost Mal aysi ans know t hat change for the
sake of change does not usual ly bring i nprovenment. The frequent | eadership
changes in Japan and the so-called revolution in another nei ghbouri ng
country show that there coul d be nore harmdone.

It is crucial at this point for Umo to ensure a snmooth successi on of
power. Wi ch was why Razal ei gh' s bel at ed expressed support for the no-
cont est deci sion by the Suprene Council had caused nuch anxi ety and, by
t he same token, why there should be so nuch relief greeting his call in
Gua Musang for his supporters and for all Umo nenbers to rally behind the
president and the deputy president.
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